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Executive summary 
 

Most Filipinos know that children inherently have rights. The 1999 MICS finds that 
majority of women and caretakers of children can easily identify a child’s right to have education.  

This survey also suggests that significant advances have been achieved in the areas of 
elementary school participation rate, birth registration, and prenatal care of pregnant women.  

However, the 1999 MICS indicates that government and private agencies should focus on 
the areas of micronutrient supplementation, consumption of iodized salt, early childhood 
education participation, child labor, and HIV-AIDS awareness. 
 
Household population 
• The 1999 MICS projects a total household population of 75.332 million with an almost equal 

number of males and females. 
• Approximately 43 percent are children below 18 years old. Only six percent are senior 

citizens over 60 years old. Half of the total household population are Filipinos of productive 
ages 18 to 59 years old. 

 
Education 
• Majority (89%) of the population over age 10 years is literate. Around seven percent more are 

seen as moderately literate. There is an almost equal distribution of literate males and 
females. The urban population posts a higher literacy status of 94 percent.  

• The literacy percentage declines from an average of 93 percent among those aged 15-34 to 70 
percent among the population aged 65 and older. 

• There are about 22 million children of school age (5-17 years old). Seventy-seven percent of 
these children (5-17 years old) are reportedly enrolled in school year 1999-2000. About 86 
percent of children of primary school age (6-12) are attending school at the time of the MICS.  
There seems to be no significant difference between urban and rural school enrolment. 

• Enrolment rate appears to dwindle as the school level progresses.  Enrolment rate from grade 
one to grade six drops by almost 20 percent. 

• Enrolment in pre-school education remains low. Only 15 percent of children aged three to 
five years are attending some form of organized early childhood programme. 

 
Maternal and infant health care 
• There are an estimated 19 million women in the reproductive ages 15-49. Approximately 93 

percent of these women are literate. Fifty-five percent reside in urban areas. 
• About 58 percent had given birth at least once. Ten percent of these mothers (1.96 million) 

gave birth in the year prior to the MICS. The mean age of these mothers is 28. 
• Nine out of ten mothers reported that they made at least one visit to a health center with 

prenatal care facilities. On the average, these mothers made five visits. Almost half of them 
had their first consultation in the second three-month period of pregnancy. Most of these 
mothers held their first prenatal visit only in the fourth month. 

• Nearly 84 percent of these mothers consulted a midwife, a doctor, and any other skilled heath 
care provider for their prenatal check-up. In rural areas, more mothers (46%) turn to a 
midwife. Those in urban areas (33%) prefer going to a doctor. 

• Both parents jointly decide where the delivery will take place. This is claimed by 46 percent 
of mothers who had live births in the year prior to the MICS. 

 
 



 
• A trained “hilot” attended to 41 percent of these deliveries. The percentage is higher among 

mothers in rural areas (60%). 
• Approximately 55 percent of women who gave birth in the year prior to the survey perceived 

that their babies were of average size when they were born. Results of the MICS significantly 
indicate that only six percent of these mothers actually had infants with low birth weight (less 
than 2.5 kg). 

• Out of 119,000 mothers who gave birth to infants with LBW, only 26 percent admitted to 
having given the child iron supplement. Younger literate mothers (20-29 years old) would 
more likely give iron supplement to their children. 

• Only 33 percent of all mothers who had given birth in the year prior to the MICS received 
Vitamin A supplement 

 
Child health 
• The 1999 MICS projects a total of 3.8 million children aged less than two years old. About 46 

percent of these children were reportedly weighed on a regular basis.  
• Out of 7.7 million children (1-4 years old), 36 percent received vitamin A supplement within 

the last six months prior to the MICS. 
• Out of 9.4 million children (2-6 years old), 42 percent had received antihelminthics within the 

six months prior to the MICS.  
• Out of 9.6 million children (0-4 years old), only 16 percent were diagnosed with acute 

respiratory infections (e.g. coughs). Sixty-four percent of those with ARI were treated at an 
appropriate medical center. 

 
Salt iodization 
• Only 22 percent of 14.6 million Filipino households consume adequately iodized salt. 

Households in urban areas (27%) are more prone to using iodized salt than those in rural 
areas (18%). 

 
Birth registration 
• The births of 84 percent of children below seven years old have been registered. Birth 

registration in urban areas is slightly higher than in rural areas. Across age, the lowest figure 
is at 77 percent among children less than a year old. No significant difference is recorded 
between boys and girls. 

 
Awareness of the rights of the child 
• Out of 32 million Filipinos who act as caretakers of children (below 18 years old), 83 percent 

know that children have rights and can identify at least one right.  
• The right to education is the most frequently mentioned right for these caretakers (75%). 
• Only two percent have recognized that children should be defended and given assistance by 

the government. 
 
Living arrangements 
• Four of five children still live with their parents.  
• Approximately eight percent of 32 million children (less than 18 years old) are not residing 

with their parents. 
• Approximately four percent (1.4 million) live away from their nuclear families. A child in 

this situation is most likely a teen-age girl who comes from a rural area. 
 
 



 
Working children 
• The 1999 MICS estimates a total of 22.5 million children who are 5-17 years old. 
• Approximately, three million children (14%) are engaged in family-operated agricultural or 

business activities. Most of these children are boys and from rural areas. 
• About 1.5 million children (5%) are working for someone other than a household member. 

One-fifth of working children receives payment in cash or in kind. Approximately half a 
million children (2%) render unpaid work. Again, most of these children are boys and from 
rural areas. 

• Almost half of the total number of children who are 5-17 years old spend more than fours 
hours a day doing domestic chores. More girls are reportedly doing household chores. More 
children in rural areas are in these situations. 

 
HIV-AIDS awareness 
• Out of 19 million women (15-49 years old), 92 percent have heard of AIDS.  
• Most women are aware of the ways of preventing the transmission of HIV-AIDS from one 

person to another. Nearly 72 percent believe that avoiding multiple sex partners lessens the 
likelihood of transmission.  Almost 55 percent say that the use of condom prevents the 
transmission of the virus. Sixty percent have identified that a drug abuser who 
indiscriminately uses an infected syringe can get infected with the virus. Almost 80 percent 
are aware that a pregnant mother with HIV-AIDS can transmit the virus to her child. 

• Most women (70%) tend to disagree with the misconception that a healthy-looking person is 
immune from HIV-AIDS. However, only 40 percent are able to identify that getting the virus 
from mosquito bites is a misconception. 

• Most women appear to exhibit discriminatory attitude toward people with HIV-AIDS. 
Around 62 percent think that a teacher with HIV-AIDS but is not physically sick should not 
be allowed to work. Close to 73 percent dispel the notion of buying food from a vendor with 
HIV-AIDS. 

• The 1999 MICS focuses on the accurate identification of HIV prevention and misconceptions 
as basis for computing a person’s sufficient knowledge of the disease. Only 2.4 of these 
women have correctly identified all these elements that are included in the MICS. 

• Fifty-five percent know where to get an HIV-AIDS test. Six of ten women in urban areas are 
aware of this information. The figure is lower for women gathered from the rural clusters 
(48%). Younger women appear to be more aware of this information than those in the 40-
and-above bracket.  
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Most Filipinos know that children inherently have rights. The 1999 MICS finds that 

majority of women and caretakers of children can easily identify a child’s right to have education.  
This survey also suggests that significant advances have been achieved in the areas of 

elementary school participation rate, birth registration, and prenatal care of pregnant women.  
However, the 1999 MICS indicates that government and private agencies should focus on 

the areas of micronutrient supplementation, consumption of iodized salt, early childhood 
education participation, child labor, and HIV-AIDS awareness. 
 
Household population 
• The 1999 MICS projects a total household population of 75.332 million with an almost equal 

number of males and females. 
• Approximately 43 percent are children below 18 years old. Only six percent are senior 

citizens over 60 years old. Half of the total household population are Filipinos of productive 
ages 18 to 59 years old. 

 
Education 
• Majority (89%) of the population over age 10 years is literate. Around seven percent more are 

seen as moderately literate. There is an almost equal distribution of literate males and 
females. The urban population posts a higher literacy status of 94 percent.  

• The literacy percentage declines from an average of 93 percent among those aged 15-34 to 70 
percent among the population aged 65 and older. 

• There are about 22 million children of school age (5-17 years old). Seventy-seven percent of 
these children (5-17 years old) are reportedly enrolled in school year 1999-2000. About 86 
percent of children of primary school age (6-12) are attending school at the time of the MICS.  
There seems to be no significant difference between urban and rural school enrolment. 

• Enrolment rate appears to dwindle as the school level progresses.  Enrolment rate from grade 
one to grade six drops by almost 20 percent. 

• Enrolment in pre-school education remains low. Only 15 percent of children aged three to 
five years are attending some form of organized early childhood programme. 

 
Maternal and infant health care 
• There are an estimated 19 million women in the reproductive ages 15-49. Approximately 93 

percent of these women are literate. Fifty-five percent reside in urban areas. 
• About 58 percent had given birth at least once. Ten percent of these mothers (1.96 million) 

gave birth in the year prior to the MICS. The mean age of these mothers is 28. 
• Nine out of ten mothers reported that they made at least one visit to a health center with 

prenatal care facilities. On the average, these mothers made five visits. Almost half of them 
had their first consultation in the second three-month period of pregnancy. Most of these 
mothers held their first prenatal visit only in the fourth month. 

• Nearly 84 percent of these mothers consulted a midwife, a doctor, and any other skilled heath 
care provider for their prenatal check-up. In rural areas, more mothers (46%) turn to a 
midwife. Those in urban areas (33%) prefer going to a doctor. 

• Both parents jointly decide where the delivery will take place. This is claimed by 46 percent 
of mothers who had live births in the year prior to the MICS. 
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• A trained “hilot” attended to 41 percent of these deliveries. The percentage is higher among 

mothers in rural areas (60%). 
• Approximately 55 percent of women who gave birth in the year prior to the survey perceived 

that their babies were of average size when they were born. Results of the MICS significantly 
indicate that only six percent of these mothers actually had infants with low birth weight (less 
than 2.5 kg). 

• Out of 119,000 mothers who gave birth to infants with LBW, only 26 percent admitted to 
having given the child iron supplement. Younger literate mothers (20-29 years old) would 
more likely give iron supplement to their children. 

• Only 33 percent of all mothers who had given birth in the year prior to the MICS received 
Vitamin A supplement 

 
Child health 
• The 1999 MICS projects a total of 3.8 million children aged less than two years old. About 46 

percent of these children were reportedly weighed on a regular basis.  
• Out of 7.7 million children (1-4 years old), 36 percent received vitamin A supplement within 

the last six months prior to the MICS. 
• Out of 9.4 million children (2-6 years old), 42 percent had received antihelminthics within the 

six months prior to the MICS.  
• Out of 9.6 million children (0-4 years old), only 16 percent were diagnosed with acute 

respiratory infections (e.g. coughs). Sixty-four percent of those with ARI were treated at an 
appropriate medical center. 

 
Salt iodization 
• Only 22 percent of 14.6 million Filipino households consume adequately iodized salt. 

Households in urban areas (27%) are more prone to using iodized salt than those in rural 
areas (18%). 

 
Birth registration 
• The births of 84 percent of children below seven years old have been registered. Birth 

registration in urban areas is slightly higher than in rural areas. Across age, the lowest figure 
is at 77 percent among children less than a year old. No significant difference is recorded 
between boys and girls. 

 
Awareness of the rights of the child 
• Out of 32 million Filipinos who act as caretakers of children (below 18 years old), 83 percent 

know that children have rights and can identify at least one right.  
• The right to education is the most frequently mentioned right for these caretakers (75%). 
• Only two percent have recognized that children should be defended and given assistance by 

the government. 
 
Living arrangements 
• Four of five children still live with their parents.  
• Approximately eight percent of 32 million children (less than 18 years old) are not residing 

with their parents. 
• Approximately four percent (1.4 million) live away from their nuclear families. A child in 

this situation is most likely a teen-age girl who comes from a rural area. 
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Working children 
• The 1999 MICS estimates a total of 22.5 million children who are 5-17 years old. 
• Approximately, three million children (14%) are engaged in family-operated agricultural or 

business activities. Most of these children are boys and from rural areas. 
• About 1.5 million children (5%) are working for someone other than a household member. 

One-fifth of working children receives payment in cash or in kind. Approximately half a 
million children (2%) render unpaid work. Again, most of these children are boys and from 
rural areas. 

• Almost half of the total number of children who are 5-17 years old spend more than fours 
hours a day doing domestic chores. More girls are reportedly doing household chores. More 
children in rural areas are in these situations. 

 
HIV-AIDS awareness 
• Out of 19 million women (15-49 years old), 92 percent have heard of AIDS.  
• Most women are aware of the ways of preventing the transmission of HIV-AIDS from one 

person to another. Nearly 72 percent believe that avoiding multiple sex partners lessens the 
likelihood of transmission.  Almost 55 percent say that the use of condom prevents the 
transmission of the virus. Sixty percent have identified that a drug abuser who 
indiscriminately uses an infected syringe can get infected with the virus. Almost 80 percent 
are aware that a pregnant mother with HIV-AIDS can transmit the virus to her child. 

• Most women (70%) tend to disagree with the misconception that a healthy-looking person is 
immune from HIV-AIDS. However, only 40 percent are able to identify that getting the virus 
from mosquito bites is a misconception. 

• Most women appear to exhibit discriminatory attitude toward people with HIV-AIDS. 
Around 62 percent think that a teacher with HIV-AIDS but is not physically sick should not 
be allowed to work. Close to 73 percent dispel the notion of buying food from a vendor with 
HIV-AIDS. 

• The 1999 MICS focuses on the accurate identification of HIV prevention and misconceptions 
as basis for computing a person’s sufficient knowledge of the disease. Only 2.4 of these 
women have correctly identified all these elements that are included in the MICS. 

• Fifty-five percent know where to get an HIV-AIDS test. Six of ten women in urban areas are 
aware of this information. The figure is lower for women gathered from the rural clusters 
(48%). Younger women appear to be more aware of this information than those in the 40-
and-above bracket.  

 
Missing data 
 

To check the quality of the survey data, a look at the number of cases of missing 
information is necessary. Table 1 lists down the percentage of entries that have missing data. 
Only five items in the study yielded missing cases of one percent and less, namely: number of 
hours spent by working children doing household chores; grade/year level of children who are 
currently attending school; complete birth date of women (15-49) with live births; knowledge of 
women (15-49) on where to consult for HIV test.  
 

Four percent of women (15-49) with a live birth in the year prior to the survey failed to 
indicate the birth weight of their infants. By international standards, this percentage is relatively 
negligible. 
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Response rates 
 

In the 1999 MICS, a household pertains to a group of persons who share and take their 
meals together but live in separate and adjacent living quarters for convenience.  

 
Of the 7,680 households selected for the 1999 MICS sample, 7,556 were completely 

interviewed. This yielded a high response rate of 98.4 percent. The response rates in both rural 
(99 percent) and urban areas (98 percent) were considerably high (Table 2). 

 
In these households, 9,615 women aged 15-49 were identified as eligible for an 

interview. Of these, 9,424 were successfully interviewed, yielding a response rate of 98 percent. 
In addition, 4,705 children under age five were listed in the household questionnaire. 
Questionnaires were completed for 4,639 children for a response rate of 98 percent. 
 
Age distribution 
 

There are now about 75 million Filipinos.  
 

Put ten Filipinos together in one room. Let this group be representative of the total 
projected population of 75.332 million. Four of them are children below 18 years old. Five are 
adults aged 18 to 59 years old. The last one is a senior citizen 60 years or older. 
 

There appears to be no significant difference between the number of males and females, 
as shown in Table 3 and Figure 1. However, a cursory look at Table 4 will reveal that there are 
more males than females in the below 20 age group.  This is a significant occurrence that may be 
used as a take-off point for checking the possibility of gender bias in selected indicators. 
 
Figure 1. 
Single year age distribution of the household population by sex, 
Philippines, 1999. 

n = 75.3 million 
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Characteristics of the household population 
 
 There are nearly 15 million Filipino households.  
  
 The 1999 MICS estimates a total of 14.583 million households. There are more 
households in rural areas than in urban centers. Almost 52 percent of the households (7.556 
million) are rural and 48 percent (7.027 million) are urban. Table 5 presents the percent 
distribution of households in the 1999 MICS sample by background characteristics. 
 
 Most of the households have two to seven members. About 77 percent have at least one 
child of less than 18 years old. However, only 26 percent of these households have at least one 
woman aged 15-49 years old. 
 
Women (15-49 years old) 
 

A little over one-fourth of the total Filipino population are women ages 15-49. 
 

There are an estimated 19 million women in these reproductive ages. Table 6 shows the 
characteristics of these women. Fifty-five percent of them reside in urban areas. Teen-age girls 
(15-19) comprise the greatest percentage of the sample at 20 percent. This percentage declines 
across age groups until age bracket of 45-49 at nine percent, as seen in Figure 2. Approximately 
60 percent of women in the sample are currently married. The same can be said for the number of 
women who had ever given birth. 
 
Figure 2. 
Percent distribution of women (15-49 years old), Philippines, 1999. 
n = 19.265 million 
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Children below  18 years old 
 
 Two-fifths of the Filipino population are children. 
 
 There are 32 million children comprising 43 percent of the population. Table 7 provides a 
description of these children. Boys (51%) slightly outnumber girls (49%). There are more 
children residing in rural areas (54%) than in urban areas (46%).  Thirty-six percent of these 
children are below six years old. 
 
Literacy 
 
 Nine of ten Filipinos can read and write a simple message. 
 
 For years, the Philippines has been noted for its high literacy rate. Literacy is defined as 
the ability of an individual to read and write. In the 1999 MICS, a literate person is someone who 
can easily read and write a simple message in any language or dialect. A moderately literate 
person can read and write but with difficulty. A person who cannot both read and write a simple 
message is illiterate. 
 
 The vast majority of the population over age 10 years is literate, as shown in Figure 3. Of 
the nearly 56.2 million Filipinos aged 10 years and older, approximately 90 percent are literate. 
About four million (7%) are seen as moderately literate. Only three percent are perceived as 
illiterate. There is an almost equal distribution of literate males and females, as indicated in Table 
8. 
 
Figure 3. 
Percent distribution of literacy rate of Filipinos (10 years and older), 
Philippines, 1999. 
n = 56.2 million  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
More literate people come from urban areas. Of the total literate population, 55 percent 

reside in urban areas. The urban population has a higher literacy rate of 95 percent compared to 
84 percent among those in rural areas. The literacy percentage declines from an average of 93 
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 percent among those aged 15-34 to 70 percent among the population aged 65 and older. 
Illustrated in Figure 4 is the literacy percentage of each age bracket. 
 
 
 
Figure 4. 
Literacy percentage per age bracket, Philippines, 1999. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Basic education 
 

Primary school enrolment rate in 1999 swelled by more than 10 percent of the 1996 
level.  

 
The 1999 MICS estimates about 22.525 million children (5-17 years old). Seventy-seven 

percent of them were reportedly enrolled in school year 1999-2000. About five million children 
(23%) were not attending school at the time of the 1999 MICS data gathering. Table 9 shows the 
number of children attending school in urban and rural areas stratified by age and sex. Although 
there seems to be more children who are attending school in rural areas (9.1 million) than in 
urban areas (8.3 million), the figure only represents 75 percent of all rural children. As seen in 
Figure 5, enrolment rate in urban areas is notably higher at 81 percent. 
 
Figure 5. 
Proportion of children (5-12) who were enrolled in school year 1999-2000,  
Philippines, 1999. 
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A major goal for basic education is to provide equal opportunities to boys and girls. The 
survey reveals that there appears to be no gender bias against girls. This suggests that more girls 
are now being given the chance to get educated in a formal school environment. 

 
The enrolment rate in primary (elementary) education is computed at 86 percent of the 

population of children (6-12). This value is ten percent more than the recorded rate in the 1996 
MICS as illustrated in Figure 6.  

 
The highest enrolment record is in the grade one level. Eighteen percent of all elementary 

students are grade one pupils. The mean age of grade one students is seven. However, enrolment 
rate appears to dwindle as the school level progresses. Enrolment in the sixth grade is smaller by 
almost 10 percent than the grade five level record. Refer to Table 10 for the details.  

 
Figure 6. 
Primary school participation rate, 1996 and 1999 MICS. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

 
The 1999 MICS, however, was not designed to ascertain the cohort survival rate or the 

number of children who eventually reach grade five. 
 
Two major reasons are noted why children do not go to school. These are the high cost of 

education and the seemingly lack of interest from children themselves. The lack of personal 
interest appears more apparent among children in rural areas. It is the foremost reason provided 
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 for almost 754,000 (15%) children. In urban areas, the high cost of education has kept 
627,000 (12%) children out of school (Table 11.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Early childhood education 
 
 Very few children go to pre-school and day care centers.  
 

The early years of a child’s life, 0-6 years old in particular, serve as the foundation for 
learning throughout life. Hence, the Early Childhood Care and Development (ECCD) programme 
becomes one of the most critical support strategies for achieving education for all and education 
for life. 
 
 However, the 1999 MICS findings indicate that enrolment in pre-school education still 
remains wanting. Only 15 percent of approximately 7.6 million children aged three to six years 
old attended some form of organized early childhood programme in pre-school, nursery, and day 
care centers at the time of the survey. 
 
 There are slightly more children in urban areas enrolled in an early childhood education 
programme than in rural areas. Table 12 also indicates that there are more young girls than boys 
who attended pre-school at the time of the 1999 MICS.  
 
Figure 7. 
Percentage distribution of women with live births, Philippines, 1999. 
n = 1.955 million  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Maternal health care 
 
 More Filipino women are learning to seek proper maternal health care. 
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 The 1999 MICS projects an estimate of 19 million women of reproductive ages 15-
49.  About ten percent or nearly two million of these women had live births in the year prior to 
the survey (Table 13).  The mean age of these women is 28.  Figure 7 shows the percentage 
distribution of these live births across ages. 

 
An important World Summit Goal that addresses the rights of mothers is the access of all 

women to proper prenatal care and obstetric care. Two key indicators of this goal are the 
proportion of women who had at least one visit to skilled health personnel and the proportion of 
births attended by skilled health personnel.  
 
 
Prenatal care 
 
 Nine of ten pregnant women seek health care. 
 
 On the average, pregnant mothers made five visits to a health center for prenatal check-
up. Almost half of them had their first consultation in the second three-month period of 
pregnancy. Most of them scheduled their first prenatal visit only in the fourth month. Details of 
this information are outlined in Tables 14-15. 
 

About 45 percent of mothers in urban areas reported to have made their first prenatal visit 
in the critical first period of pregnancy. In rural areas, 52 percent of mothers had theirs in the 
second period.  
 
 Table 16 shows the type of personnel who attended to mothers during their prenatal care 
consultations. In rural areas, more mothers (46%) turned to a midwife. Those in urban areas 
(33%) preferred going to a doctor.  
 

Respondents were also asked what are the particular symptoms that they could identify 
that would prompt them to seek health care during pregnancy. The most frequent response is 
vaginal bleeding. A more detailed outline is shown in Table 17. 
 
Childbirth care 
 
 Two of five live births are assisted by a trained hilot .  
 

The word hilot is a Filipino term for “massage” when used as a treatment for sore and 
fracture. It is also used to refer to people who assist in the delivery of babies without a formal 
educational background in obstetrics.  
 

This practice is most prevalent in rural areas with 58 percent of all live births assisted by 
a trained hilot. Despite the preference for doctors during prenatal care, the data from urban 
mothers suggest a preference for midwives in the delivery of babies. Almost 44 percent of live 
births in urban areas were delivered by a midwife (Table 18).  
 
 Women should be empowered by giving them informed choices about their own health.  
About 46 percent of women who had live births in the year prior to the 1999 MICS said that the 
decision to where the baby would be delivered was jointly made with their husbands. Similar 
responses are observed from both the urban and rural samples as indicated in Table 19. 
 
Low birth weight 
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 There are only a few reported cases of low birth weights. 
 
 Another indicator set at the World Summit for Children is the reduction of low birth 
weight rate to less than 10 percent of all live births. An infant with LBW weighs less than 2.5 kg. 
Babies with LBW are at a higher risk of a serious illness or death. Figure 8 presents the 
percentage distribution of LBW births among women. (Refer also to Tables 20-21.)  Surprisingly, 
the cases of infants with LBW among teen-age mothers or those with high-risk pregnancies are 
minimal. 
 
 
Figure 8. 
Percentage distribution of women with LBW infants, Philippines, 1999. 
n = 119,000  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Respondents were asked about the ir opinions on the size of their babies at birth. If 
available, information about the child’s actual birth weight was taken from existing documents 
such as the child’s birth certificate, vaccination cards, and others.  

 
Approximately 17 percent of women who gave birth in the year prior to the 1999 MICS 

thought that their babies are either very small or smaller than average. Most of these mothers 
(55%) believed that their newly born infants are of average weight. After being tabulated against 
registered birth weights, results of the survey indicate that only six percent of these mothers 
actually had infants with LBW. This is found in Table 22. 
 
Infant and child health care 
 

Children first!  
 
This is a cry that resounds across the country. Children should be given utmost attention 

especially in health and nutrition programmes. The Department of Health and its support agencies 
have been taking the lead to quell malnutrition in the country. Through programmes like the 
National Immunization Day and the Preschoolers’ Health Week among others, the DOH has 
focused on core and critical areas such as immunization, growth monitoring, micronutrient 
supplementation, food fortification, and salt iodization.  
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 Critical in all nutrition programmes is the focus on micronutrients such as vitamin A, 
iron, and iodine. Deficiency in these micronutrients leads to increased infant, child, and maternal 
mortality and morbidity rates.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vitamin A supplementation 
 
 Vitamin A supplementation 
has gone low in 1999. 
 

In the 1999 MICS, questions 
were formulated to evaluate vitamin 
A and iron supplementation of 
mothers and children.  Vitamin A 
coverage is one of the most important 
components of child and maternal 
survival programs. It is essential for 
the normal functioning of the 
immune system. It also prevents 
night blindness and susceptibility to 
other infections.  
 

Out of about two million mothers who had given birth in the year prior to the 1999 
MICS, only 33 percent received Vitamin A supplement (Table 23). A key indicator toward 
eliminating vitamin A deficiency is the proportion of mothers who receive a high-dose vitamin A 
supplement before the infant is two months old. Based on the 1999 MICS, this indicator refers to 
only 25 percent of these mothers. 

 
For children ages one to four years old, almost 60 percent received vitamin A within the 

period covering one year before the 1999 MICS. Approximately 27 percent did not receive a dose 
of vitamin A at all. Table 24 also looks at the time period when a child received vitamin A. 

 
Iron 
 
 Few infants with low birth weights receive iron supplement. 
 
 Iron deficiency anemia (IDA) is a condition in which the concentration of hemoglobin in 
a person is below the normal level. Hemoglobin is the substance in blood that carries oxygen. 
Anemic pregnant women are prone to deliver babies with LBW. Children with IDA have short 
attention span, reduced ability to learn and are usually irritable. 
 
  In the 1999 MICS, out of 119,000 mothers who had given birth to children with LBW, 
only 12 percent reported to have given the child iron supplement. The figure is lower at 7 percent 
for women in urban areas. Table 25 provides a detailed account of the proportion of children with 
LBW who were given iron supplement and the age of their mothers. 
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Figure 9. 
Vitamin A coverage of children (1 -4 years old), 
Philippines, 1999. 
n = 7.7 million 
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Salt iodization 
 
 Consumption of iodized salt is still low. 
 

Iodine deficiency in pregnant women causes spontaneous abortion, still births, impaired 
fetal brain development and infant deaths. An iodine deficiency disorder (IDD) also causes 
mental retardation and neurological complications in children. 
 
 
 
Figure 10. 
Proportion of households consuming iodized salt, Philippines, 1999. 
n = 14.6 million 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In 1995, the Philippine government embarked on a salt iodization program as a long-term 

measure to prevent IDD. Republic Act 8172 or “An Act Promoting Salt Iodization Nationwide 
and For Other Purposes” aimed for universal salt iodization use nationwide by 2000. The law 
requires all food grade salt to be iodized. It also mandates all salt traders to make iodized salt 
available to all Filipinos. 

 
Despite massive campaign on the use of iodized salt, consumption in the Philippines 

remains low. The 1999 MICS findings indicate that out of 14.583 million households, only 22 
percent use iodized salt. 
 
 With tool kits provided by the DOH, field researchers tested the presence of iodine in 
cooking and table salt used in Filipino households. Households in rural areas (18%) are less prone 
to consuming iodized salt than those in urban areas (27%). Figure 9 shows the proportion of 
urban and rural households that consume iodized salt. Refer also to Table 26. 
 
Acute respiratory infections (ARI) 
 
 Three of five children with ARI have received proper medical treatment. 
 
 Acute respiratory infections (ARI), particularly pneumonia, are one of the leading causes 
of child deaths.  In the 1999 MICS questionnaire, children with ARI are defined as those who had 
an illness with a cough accompanied by rapid or difficult breathing and whose symptoms were 
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 due to a chest problem, a clogged nose, or both. Included also were questions inquiring 
whether the caretaker was aware of the source of the problem and if treatment was sought. 
  

Sixteen percent of children under five years old had an acute respiratory infection in the 
two weeks prior to the survey. Approximately 64 percent of these children were taken to an 
appropriate health provider. Treatment was mostly administered in health centers.  Tables 27-28 
provide this information. 
 
 
 
 
Antihelminthics 
 
 More children in rural areas have been dewormed.  
 
 In the 1999 MICS, caretakers were asked if the child (2-6 years old) was given 
antihelminthics medicine in the six months prior to the survey. Table 29 presents the proportion 
of these children who received deworming medicine. Out of 9.4 million children, approximately 
42 percent had been dewormed, with more children in rural areas (45%) than in urban areas 
(40%) receiving such medication. 

 
Weight monitoring 
 
 The weights of children are not regularly monitored. 
 
 Post-natal infant care includes the monitoring of the child’s growth in terms of height and 
weight. In the 1999 MICS, focus was given to weight monitoring of children. Table 30 presents 
the proportion of children (0-1 year old) who have been weighed regularly after birth. More 
children were not regularly weighed after birth. Out of 3.8 million children, only 46 percent had 
been weighed on a regular basis. 
 
Children’s Rights 
 
Awareness of CRC 
 
 Most Filipinos know that children inherently have rights. 
 

Table 31 shows that out of 35 million Filipinos who act as caretakers of children below 
18 years old, 84 percent know that children have rights and can identify at least one right. 
Awareness is higher among respondents from urban areas (88%) than those in rural areas (81%). 

 
Table 32 provides a list of the most commonly identified children’s rights. The right to 

education is the most frequently mentioned right for these caretakers (67%). It should be noted 
that only two percent have recognized that children should be defended and given assistance by 
the government. 
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 Birth registration 
 
 Four of five children below seven years old have official birth certificates. 
 
 The civil code and other laws in the country are concerned with the provisions of legal or 
civil rights to the citizens. The government therefore is the sole provider of such rights to its 
citizenry.  Proof of one’s claim to such rights depends much on official registration. A person’s 
birth is one of the vital events for official registration. The official document of such recording of 
birth events is the birth certificate. 
 
 Thus, the 1999 MICS included a module that would determine the extent of birth 
registration of children below seven years old. Out of 13 million children in this age bracket, 84 
percent have their births registered, as shown in Table 33. Birth registration in urban areas (87%) 
is slightly more frequent than in rural areas (81%). Across age, the lowest figure is at 77 percent 
among children less than a year old.  No significant difference is recorded between boys and girls. 
 

Respondents were also asked why the birth of the child was not registered.  The cost of 
registration was one of the most frequently mentioned reasons. Other responses are indicated in 
Table 34. 

 
Orphanhood and living arrangements 
 
 Four of five children still live with their parents. 
 
 One of the most basic rights of children is to have a family who will love and care for 
them. This involves having a home they can call their own. Children who are orphaned or living 
away from their parents may be at increased risk of impoverishment, discrimination, denial of 
property rights and rights to inheritance, various forms of abuse, neglect, and exploitation of their 
labor or sexuality. Thus, monitoring the level of orphanhood and the living arrangements of 
children assists in identifying those who may be at risk and in tracking changes over time. 
 

Table 35 provides the proportion of children below 18 years old by their living 
arrangements. This indicates whether a child is living or not with both parents. Out of almost 32 
million children, close to 84 percent are still living with both parents.  

 
There are about five percent who live with only one parent even if the other parent is still 

alive. About eight percent are not living with both parents with only less than one percent 
considered as orphans. It should be noted that only 10 percent of these children living with both 
parents are aged 15-17 years old. This indicates that more teenagers are living away from home. 
 

Table 36 offers a look at the proportion of children below 18 years old who live away 
from home by age group and sex. Of the 1.4 million children reportedly living away from their 
homes, there are more girls (56%) than boys (44%).  This incidence is higher in the cases of 
children in rural areas who comprise 57 percent of the total number of children living away from 
their homes. 
 
Working children 

 
More boys are involved in paid and unpaid work. More children in rural areas are 

engaged in such work. More girls perform household chores for more than four hours in a 
day. 
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Child labor deprives children of their childhood. It endangers their health and education. 

It takes away all their chances to discover, explore, and carry out the promise of good life. It is 
therefore imperative to check the extent to which children work and the type of work in which 
they participate. Children who are working are less likely to attend school and more likely to drop 
out from school.  Working conditions for children are often unregulated with few safeguards 
against potential abuse and exploitation. In addition, many types of work are ultimately hazardous 
to children.  
 

In the 1999 MICS, respondents were asked whether the child in the household performed 
any kind of paid or unpaid work for someone who is not a member of the household. Another 
question inquired if the child was involved in any economic activity, whether agricultural or not, 
that is operated by a member of the child’s family. The questionnaire also included a query on the 
amount of time that a child spends doing domestic chores. 

 
 

Responses to these particular questions were calculated separately to determine the 
number of children who may be considered currently working. A child who is currently working 
may either perform any of the following: 

 
a. Paid or unpaid work for someone who is not a member of the household; 
b. More than four hours of housekeeping chores in the household; or 
c. Other work in family-operated activities. 

  
Table 37 presents in detail the number of children who are considered currently working. 

About 4.5 million children are said to be working for a family member or for someone else. 
Almost half of all children have done domestic chores for four or more than four hours in a day. 

 
The survey estimates that about one million children aged 5-17 years old (5%) are 

engaged in paid work. Payment may either be in cash or in kind.  Two percent (478,175) 
participate in unpaid work for someone other than a household member. There are more boys 
who belong to these two categories. Whether given a remuneration or not, children in rural areas 
are more likely working for someone who is not a member of their households. 

 
Approximately 3.2 million children are doing family work. Children in rural areas 

comprise 65 percent of all children who work in other family-operated activities, such as farming, 
fishing, manning retail stores or market stalls. More children aged 10-14 are involved in these 
kinds of work. 

 
About 11.2 million children are said to be doing domestic work for more than four hours 

in a day. Of these number, 53 percent are girls. Around 60 percent of these children come from 
rural areas. Again, children in the 10-14 age group are more likely doing household chores than 
older children. 
 
Figure 11. 
Proportion of children (5-17) who are considered “working”, Philippines, 1999.  



1999 MICS 

19 

  

 
 
Children who live away from their homes commonly find themselves employed in 

service-oriented jobs.  Close to 1.2 million children (5-17) live away from home. As seen in 
Table 38, about 814,000 children (69%) are working either as household helper, food server, 
retail store attendant, or other jobs that provide service to clients.  There are more girls doing such 
jobs. As may be expected, there are more children in urban areas who find themselves in an 
industrial type of work. Those engaged in agricultural work are more likely to be boys living in 
rural areas. 
 
HIV-AIDS 
 
Awareness  
 
 Most women have heard of AIDS but only few have sufficient knowledge about it. 
 
 In the 90s, there has been a widespread campaign on the nature of the human 
immunodeficiency virus (HIV) and its full-blown state called the acquired immune deficiency 
syndrome (AIDS). Although the rate of HIV-AIDS infection has not yet reached catastrophic 
level, information programmes have continued to educate people. 
 
 Respondents in the 1999 MICS were given a set of statements that pertain to different 
issues concerning HIV-AIDS such as its ways of prevention, modes of transmission, and 
discrimination against people with HIV-AIDS. 
 

About 92 percent of women (15-49 years old) in the MICS are aware of HIV-AIDS. 
More women from urban than rural areas have heard of HIV-AIDS.    The percentage is higher in  
urban areas (94%) than in rural areas (88%). Younger women (15-24) appear to be more 
knowledgeable of the virus. (See Table 39.) 
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  More than 50 percent of females of reproductive ages can properly identify ways to 
prevent the transmission of the virus from one person to another as shown in Table 40. Seventy-
two percent agree that having only one uninfected sex partner can prevent HIV transmission.  A 
little over 50 percent believe that using a condom every time one has sex can prevent 
transmission.   
 

Table 41 contains the degree of agreement of respondents to statements on possible 
modes of transmission of HIV from one person to another. Sixty percent are aware that the virus 
can be transmitted with the use of an infected syringe. Close to 80 percent agree that a pregnant 
mother with HIV can infect the child.  
 

Most women (70%) tend to disagree with the misconception that a healthy looking 
person cannot be infected with the virus. However, only 40 percent are able to identify that 
getting the virus from mosquito bites is a misconception. (Table 42.) 
 
 The 1999 MICS findings also suggest that women tend to exhibit discriminatory attitudes 
toward persons with HIV-AIDS. When asked if a teacher with HIV-AIDS should be allowed to 
work, approximately 62 percent of these women disagreed with the statement. About 73 percent 
dispel the idea of buying food from a vendor afflicted with HIV-AIDS. These are shown in detail 
in Table 43. 
 
 
 A woman who has sufficient knowledge about HIV-AIDS is someone who knows the 
two ways to prevent transmission and has correctly identified the two misconceptions on HIV-
AIDS mentioned above. Only two percent of the female respondents gave such accurate 
responses. (Table 44). 
 
 Some 55 percent meanwhile know of a place where they can get tested for HIV-AIDS. 
As seen in Table 45, women in urban areas are more likely aware of a place than those in urban 
areas. Older women are less likely familiar with a place where HIV test is available.  
 



Table 1.
Percentage of cases of missing information for selected questions, Philippines, 1999.

Indicator Reference population Percent 
missing

Grade/year of education currently Children (5-17) currently attending 0.04
attending school

Number of hours worked Working children (5-17) 0.59
       a.  Outside the household 0.07
       b.  Household chores 0.25
       c.  Family-operated business 0.56

Complete birth date Women (15-49) with a live birth 0.38

Knowledge on the place Women (15-49) who have heard 0.27
to test for HIV of HIV-AIDS

Complete birth weights Children (0-6) 1.07

Birthweight of infants Women (15-49) with a live birth 3.94
in the last 12 months

Source: NSO-UNICEF, 1999 Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey



Table 2
Number of households, women, and children
and response rates, Philippines, 1999.

Variable Urban Rural Total

Households
Sampled 4,608 3,072 7,680

Completely interviewed 4,514 3,042 7,556
Response rate 98.0 99.0 98.4

Women (15-49 years old)
Eligible 6,202 3,416 9,618

Completely interviewed 6,062 3,362 9,424
Response rate 97.7 98.4 98.0

Children
0 - 4 2,607 2,098 4,705
5 - 17 6,073 5,242 11,315

Response rate of caretakers
0 - 4 98.3 99.1 98.6
5 - 17 98.5 99.1 98.8

Note: The base values are still unweighted.

Source: NSO-UNICEF, 1999 Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey



Table 3. 
Single age distribution of household population 
by sex, Philippines, 1999.

Total Male Female
AGE Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

('000') % ('000') % ('000') %

Total 75,332 100 37,914 100 37,418 100

0 1,847 2.45 968 2.55 879 2.35
1 2,006 2.66 1,066 2.81 941 2.51
2 1,875 2.49 940 2.48 935 2.50
3 1,832 2.43 899 2.37 933 2.49
4 2,020 2.68 1,029 2.71 991 2.65

5 1,923 2.55 964 2.54 958 2.56
6 1,781 2.36 893 2.35 888 2.37
7 1,878 2.49 1,059 2.79 819 2.19
8 1,791 2.38 951 2.51 840 2.25
9 1,884 2.50 906 2.39 978 2.61

10 1,718 2.28 902 2.38 816 2.18
11 1,799 2.39 950 2.51 849 2.27
12 1,832 2.43 932 2.46 901 2.41
13 1,699 2.26 874 2.31 825 2.20
14 1,541 2.04 730 1.92 811 2.17

15 1,586 2.11 788 2.08 798 2.13
16 1,643 2.18 818 2.16 825 2.20
17 1,452 1.93 727 1.92 725 1.94
18 1,556 2.07 795 2.10 761 2.03
19 1,602 2.13 834 2.20 768 2.05

20 1,580 2.10 812 2.14 768 2.05



21 1,418 1.88 721 1.90 696 1.86
22 1,361 1.81 676 1.78 685 1.83
23 1,318 1.75 618 1.63 700 1.87
24 1,325 1.76 662 1.75 664 1.77

25 1,172 1.56 558 1.47 615 1.64
26 1,226 1.63 599 1.58 627 1.68
27 1,348 1.79 702 1.85 646 1.73
28 1,262 1.67 628 1.66 634 1.69
29 1,260 1.67 646 1.70 614 1.65

Total Male Female
AGE Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

('000') % ('000') % ('000') %

30 1,401 1.86 695 1.83 706 1.89
31 1,018 1.35 505 1.33 513 1.37
32 1,060 1.41 530 1.40 530 1.42
33 1,051 1.40 504 1.33 547 1.46
34 972 1.29 515 1.36 457 1.22

35 1,006 1.34 518 1.37 488 1.30
36 898 1.19 431 1.14 467 1.25
37 920 1.22 477 1.26 443 1.18
38 907 1.20 458 1.21 449 1.20
39 1,004 1.33 491 1.30 512 1.37

40 1,029 1.36 503 1.32 526 1.41
41 686 0.91 350 0.92 336 0.90
42 837 1.11 453 1.19 384 1.03
43 763 1.01 381 1.00 383 1.02
44 694 0.92 328 0.87 366 0.98



45 781 1.04 358 0.95 422 1.13
46 612 0.81 303 0.80 309 0.83
47 649 0.86 355 0.94 294 0.79
48 603 0.80 297 0.78 306 0.82
49 642 0.85 339 0.89 303 0.81

50 733 0.97 357 0.94 376 1.00
51 479 0.64 229 0.60 250 0.67
52 573 0.76 306 0.81 267 0.71
53 413 0.55 208 0.55 206 0.55
54 466 0.62 234 0.62 232 0.62

55 417 0.55 193 0.51 224 0.60
56 405 0.54 192 0.51 213 0.57
57 421 0.56 199 0.53 222 0.59
58 414 0.55 224 0.59 190 0.51
59 407 0.54 212 0.56 195 0.52

60 467 0.62 217 0.57 250 0.67
61 273 0.36 122 0.32 151 0.40
62 304 0.40 153 0.40 151 0.40
63 294 0.39 143 0.38 152 0.41
64 253 0.34 141 0.37 113 0.30

Total Male Female
AGE Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

('000') % ('000') % ('000') %

65 354 0.47 154 0.41 200 0.53
66 207 0.28 109 0.29 99 0.26
67 238 0.32 112 0.30 126 0.34
68 182 0.24 95 0.25 86 0.23
69 196 0.26 91 0.24 106 0.28



70 1,762 2.34 782 2.06 980 2.62

Missing 4 0.01 2 3 0.01

Note: Details may not add up to an absolute total because numbers have been rounded off.

Source: NSO-UNICEF, 1999 Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey



Table 4.
Household population by sex and age group,
Philippines, 1999.

Age Total Male Female
Values in '000'

Total 75,332 37,914 37,418

0 - 4 9,581 4,902 4,679
5 - 9 9,256 4,773 4,483

10 - 14 8,590 4,388 4,202
15 - 19 7,839 3,962 3,877

20 - 24 7,002 3,489 3,513
25 - 29 6,269 3,133 3,136

30 - 34 5,502 2,749 2,753
35 - 39 4,734 2,375 2,359

40 - 44 4,010 2,015 1,995
45 - 49 3,286 1,652 1,634

50 - 54 2,665 1,334 1,331
55 - 59 2,064 1,020 1,044

60 - 64 1,593 776 817
65 - 69 1,178 561 617

70 - over 1,762 782 980
Missing 5 2 3



Note: Details may not add up to an absolute total 
because numbers have been rounded off.

Source: NSO-UNICEF, 1999 Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey



Table 5.
Percent distribution of household by area, size, 
presence of children (0-17) and women (15-49), Philippines, 1999.

Background characteristics Number Percent
('000') %

Total number of households 14,583 100

Area
Urban 7,027 48.2
Rural 7,556 51.8

Size of the household
Only one (1) household member 471 3.2

2-3 household members 3,072 21.1
4-5 household members 5,003 34.3
6-7 household members 3,290 22.6
8-9 household members 1,584 10.9

10 and more than 10 members 1,164 8.0

Number of households with:
At least one child aged 0-1 780 5.3
At least one child aged 0-4 2,046 14.0
At least one child aged 1-4 1,704 11.7
At least one child aged 0-6 3,032 20.8
At least one child aged 2-6 2,252 15.4

At least one child aged 5-17 9,110 62.5
At least one child aged 0-17 11,156 76.5

At least one woman aged 15-49 3,827 26.2

Number of households:
With a child aged 0-17 11,156 76.5



Without a child aged 0-17 3,427 23.5

With a woman aged 15-49 3,828 26.2
Without a woman aged 15-49 10,755 73.8

Note: Details may not add up to an absolute total 
because numbers have already been rounded off.

Source: NSO-UNICEF, 1999 Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey



Table 6.
Percent distribution of women (15-49) by area, age group, 
marital status, obstetric record, and literacy status, Philippines, 1999.

Background Number Percent
characteristics ('000') %

Total 19,267 100

Area
Urban 10,673 55.4
Rural 8,594 44.6

Age group
15-19 3,878 20.1
20-24 3,514 18.2
25-29 3,137 16.3
30-34 2,753 14.3
35-39 2,359 12.2
40-44 1,996 10.4
45-49 1,634 8.5

Marital status
Currently married 11,264 58.5
Formerly married 657 3.4

Never married 7,336 38.1
Unknown 12 0.1

Obstetric record
Ever given birth 11,028 58.2
Never given birth 8,061 41.8

Literacy status



Literate 17,869 92.7
Moderately literate 859 4.4

Illiterate 443 2.3
Don't know 39 0.2

Not applicable 60 0.3

Note: Details may not add up to an absolute total because numbers have been rounded off.

Source: NSO-UNICEF, 1999 Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey



Table 7
Percent distribution of children (0-17) by sex, area, and age group, 
Philippines, 1999.

Background Number Percent
Characteristics ('000') %

Total 32,106 100.0

Sex
Male 16,396 51.1

Female 15,711 48.9

Area
Urban 14,746 45.9
Rural 17,360 54.1

Age
0 - 2 5,728 17.8
3 - 5 5,775 18.0
6 - 8 5,449 17.0

9 - 11 5,401 16.8
12 - 14 5,072 15.8
15 - 17 4,681 14.6

Note: Figures may not add up to an absolute total 
because numbers have already been rounded off.

Source: NSO-UNICEF, 1999 Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey



Table 9
Number of children (5-17) years old who are currently enrolled by age, sex, and area, Philippines, 1999.

Age Number Enrolled Not enrolled
and of Total Male Female Total Male Female
Area children ('000') % ('000') %

Total 22,525 17,444 77.4 38.3 39.2 5,082 22.6 12.7 9.8

Age
5 1,923 512 26.7 10.5 16.2 1,410 73.3 39.7 33.7
6 1,781 972 54.6 23.9 30.7 809 45.4 26.2 19.2
7 1,878 1,583 84.3 48.0 36.3 295 15.7 8.4 7.3
8 1,791 1,634 91.2 47.7 43.6 157 8.7 5.4 3.3
9 1,883 1,772 94.1 44.4 49.7 111 5.9 3.7 2.2

10 1,718 1,601 93.2 48.4 44.8 117 6.8 4.1 2.7
11 1,799 1,688 93.8 48.7 45.2 111 6.2 4.1 2.0
12 1,832 1,710 93.3 46.8 46.5 123 6.7 4.0 2.7
13 1,699 1,493 87.9 43.5 44.4 206 12.1 8.0 4.2
14 1,540 1,234 80.1 36.8 43.4 306 19.9 10.6 9.3
15 1,586 1,244 78.4 36.9 41.5 343 21.6 12.8 8.8
16 1,643 1,181 71.9 33.5 38.4 462 28.1 16.3 11.8
17 1,452 819 56.4 27.6 28.8 633 43.6 22.5 21.1

Urban 10,331 8,345 80.8 40.8 40.0 1,986 19.2 9.8 9.4

5 897 261 29.1 12.4 16.7 636 70.9 35.6 35.3
6 790 447 56.5 26.7 29.8 343 43.5 25.0 18.4
7 857 764 89.1 52.6 36.5 94 10.9 6.9 4.0
8 829 799 96.4 52.7 43.6 30 3.6 1.9 1.7
9 823 789 95.8 46.3 49.5 35 4.2 3.1 1.2

10 765 738 96.4 50.0 46.4 28 3.6 1.8 1.8
11 812 782 96.3 50.2 46.1 30 3.7 2.0 1.7
12 829 792 95.5 45.1 50.4 37 4.5 2.4 2.0
13 730 692 94.9 46.9 48.0 37 5.1 3.7 1.4



14 724 608 84.0 39.8 44.3 115 16.0 7.3 8.6
15 740 603 81.5 40.2 41.3 137 18.5 8.4 10.1
16 759 583 76.8 37.2 39.7 176 23.2 10.4 12.8
17 775 488 63.0 32.5 30.4 287 37.0 16.3 20.7

Age Number Enrolled Not enrolled
and of Total Male Female Total Male Female
Area children ('000') % ('000') %

Rural 12,195 9,098 74.6 36.1 38.5 3,096 25.4 15.2 10.2

5 1,025 251 24.5 8.8 15.7 774 75.5 43.3 32.2
6 991 526 53.0 21.7 31.3 465 47.0 27.2 19.8
7 1,020 819 80.3 44.1 36.2 201 19.7 9.7 10.0
8 961 835 86.8 43.3 43.6 127 13.2 8.5 4.7
9 1060 983 92.8 42.9 49.9 76 7.2 4.2 3.0

10 953 863 90.6 47.1 43.5 90 9.4 6.0 3.4
11 988 907 91.8 47.4 44.4 81 8.2 5.9 2.3
12 1,003 918 91.5 48.2 43.3 86 8.5 5.3 3.2
13 969 800 82.6 40.9 41.7 169 17.4 11.2 6.3
14 817 626 76.7 34.1 42.5 191 23.3 13.5 9.8
15 847 641 75.7 34.0 41.7 206 24.3 16.6 7.6
16 884 598 67.7 30.4 37.3 286 32.3 21.4 11.0
17 677 331 48.9 21.9 27.0 346 51.1 29.6 21.5

Note: Details may not add up to an absolute total because numbers have already been rounded off.
Source: NSO-UNICEF, 1999 Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey



Table 10
Proportion of children (5-17) who are currently attending school 
by grade/year level, Philippines, 1999.

Currently attending school
Grade/Year Total Urban Rural

('000') % ('000') %

Total 17,444 8,345 47.8 9,098 52.2

Pre-school 948 466 5.6 482 5.3
Grade 1 2,032 914 11.0 1,118 12.3
Grade 2 1,929 880 10.5 1,050 11.5
Grade 3 1,935 829 9.9 1,105 12.2
Grade 4 1,790 838 10.0 952 10.5
Grade 5 1,788 845 10.1 943 10.4
Grade 6 1,616 753 9.0 863 9.5
Year 1 1,499 747 8.9 753 8.3
Year 2 1,300 657 7.9 643 7.1
Year 3 1,161 596 7.1 566 6.2
Year 4 982 506 6.1 475 5.2
Post high school 459 310 3.7 149 1.6
Non-standard 4 4 0.1 - -

Note: Details may not add up to an absolute total because numbers have been rounded off.

Source: NSO-UNICEF, 1999 Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey



Table 11.
Proportion of children of school age not attending school
by reasons for not attending in urban and rural areas, Philippines, 1999.

Reasons Number of children who are not enrolled
for not attending Total Urban Rural

school ('000') % ('000') % ('000') %

Total 5,082 100 1,986 39 3,096 60

Other reasons 3,169 62.3 1,279 25.2 1,890 37.2
Lack of personal interest 754 14.8 224 4.4 530 10.4
High cost of education 627 12.3 288 5.7 339 6.7
Looking for work/employment 203 4.0 112 2.2 91 1.8
Inaccessibility of school location 77 1.5 9 0.2 68 1.3
Ilness/disability 92 1.8 28 0.5 65 1.3
Inability to cope with school work 99 1.9 15 0.3 83 1.6
Housekeeping 60 1.2 30 0.6 30 0.6

Note: The figures in this table have been rounded off to the nearest whole number.

Source: NSO-UNICEF, 1999 Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey



Table 12.
Proportion of children (3-6) who are attending some form
of early childhood education programme by sex, area, age, Philippines, 1999.

Background Number Attending programme
characteristics of

children Percent Number
% ('000')

Total 7,556 15.3 1,155

Sex
Male 3,785 13.9 528

Female 3,772 16.6 627

Area
Urban 3,381 17.5 593
Rural 4,175 13.5 563

Age
3 1,832 10.3 189
4 2,020 14.5 293
5 1,923 19.7 380
6 1,781 16.4 293

Note: Details may not add up to an absolute total 
because numbers have been rounded off.

Source: NSO-UNICEF, 1999 Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey



Table 13.
Proportion of women (15-49) with a live birth in the year previous to MICS
by age and area, Philippines, 1999.

Total Women with live births in the past 12 months
Age number Percent Total Percent Urban Rural

of women % ('000') % ('000') % ('000') %

Total 19,267 10.1 1,955 100 926 47.3 1,030 52.7

15 - 19 3,878 2.7 107 5.4 41 38.6 65 61.4
20 - 24 3,514 16.4 578 29.5 271 46.9 307 53.1
25 - 29 3,137 17.1 536 27.4 265 49.4 271 50.6
30 - 34 2,753 14.9 411 21.0 204 49.5 208 50.5
35 - 39 2,359 9.4 222 11.4 101 45.3 122 54.7
40 - 44 1,996 4.4 87 4.4 41 47.5 46 52.5
45 - 49 1,634 0.9 15 0.8 3 21.8 12 78.2

Note: Details may not add up to an absolute total because numbers have been rounded off.

Source: NSO-UNICEF, 1999 Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey



Table 15.
Period during pregnancy when mothers (15-49) made their first prenatal care visit 
to a health center by age and area, Philippines, 1999.

Mothers with Period (in months) of first prenatal care No 

Age live births 1 2 - 3 4 - 6 7 - 9 answer
('000') Percentage

Total 19,267 6.1 34.0 48.0 10.2 1.7

15 - 19 3,878 2.1 31.5 56.4 8.4 1.6
20 - 24 3,514 5.8 31.1 51.2 11.3 0.6
25 - 29 3,137 6.7 36.4 46.2 8.7 2.0
30 - 34 2,753 8.0 38.7 39.6 11.0 2.7
35 - 39 2,359 5.2 29.9 52.9 11.7 0.3
40 - 44 1,996 4.7 26.4 59.3 9.6 0.0
45 - 49 1,634 - 47.5 27.7 - 24.8

Urban 926 7.6 37.7 43.2 10.2 1.3

15 - 19 41 - 50.6 41.5 3.8 4.1
20 - 24 271 6.2 33.5 44.4 14.7 1.2
25 - 29 265 8.5 40.3 40.8 9.4 1.0
30 - 34 204 9.5 39.5 40.2 8.5 2.3
35 - 39 101 9.3 32.3 53.2 4.6 0.6
40 - 44 41 4.6 37.9 42.7 14.8 0.0
45 - 49 3 - 62.7 37.3 - 0.0

Rural 1,030 4.9 30.6 52.4 10.3 1.8

15 - 19 65 3.5 19.5 65.7 11.3 0.0
20 - 24 307 5.4 28.9 57.2 8.2 0.3
25 - 29 271 5.0 32.6 51.5 8.1 2.8



30 - 34 208 6.5 38.0 39.1 13.4 3.0
35 - 39 122 1.9 28.0 52.7 17.4 0.0
40 - 44 46 4.8 16.1 74.3 4.8 0.0
45 - 49 12 - 43.2 25.0 - 31.8

Note: Details may not add up to an absolute total because numbers have been rounded off.

Source: NSO-UNICEF, 1999 Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey



Table 16.
Type of personnel who provided prenatal health care to mothers (15-49)  
with live births in the year prior to MICS, Philippines, 1999.

Type of personnel Total Urban Rural
who assisted mothers Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

in the delivery of live births ('000') % ('000') % ('000') %

Women with live births 1,955 100.0 926 47.3 1,030 52.7

Skilled attendant:
Midwife 732 37.4 262 13.4 470 24.0

Any skilled personnel 471 24.1 238 12.2 233 11.9
Doctor 405 20.7 302 15.4 103 5.3
Nurse 39 2.0 16 0.8 23 1.2

Traditional attendant:
Trained hilot 93 4.8 23 1.2 70 3.6

Untrained hilot 17 0.9 2 0.1 15 0.8
Unsure if trained/untrained 1 0.1 - - 1 0.1

Others 11 0.6 38 1.9 46 2.4

No prenatal care 147 7.5 53 2.7 94 4.8

No answer 40 2.0 24 1.2 16 0.8

Note: Details may not add up to an absolute total because numbers have been rounded off.

Source: NSO-UNICEF, 1999 Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey



Table 17
Proportion of mothers (15-49) with a live birth in the last 12 months
and the symptoms they recognized before seeking health care during pregnancy,
Philippines, 1999.

Symptoms Total Urban Rural
recognized ('000') % ('000') % ('000') %

Total 1,955 926 1,030

Vaginal bleeding 254 13.0 137 14.8 117 11.4
Headache, dizziness, blurred vision 241 12.3 117 12.7 123 12.0
Pale or anemic 200 10.2 92 10.0 107 10.4
Swollen face and/or hands 111 5.7 52 5.6 59 5.7
Others 277 14.2 132 14.3 145 14.1

Note: These figures represent multiple responses.

Source: NSO-UNICEF, 1999 Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey



Table 18.
Type of personnel who assisted in the delivery of live births
of mothers (15-49), Philippines, 1999.

Type of personnel Total Urban Rural
who assisted mothers Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

in the delivery of live births ('000') % ('000') % ('000') %

Total 1,955 100.0 926 47.3 1,030 52.7

Skilled attendant:
Midwife 539 27.6 406 20.8 133 6.8
Doctor 308 15.8 183 9.3 126 6.4
Nurse 52 2.7 26 1.3 26 1.3

Traditional attendant:
Trained hilot 807 41.2 208 10.6 599 30.6

Untrained hilot 124 6.3 52 2.6 72 3.7
Unsure if trained/untrained 35 1.8 7 - 28 1.4

Others/relatives/friends 85 4.3 38 1.9 46 2.4

None 6 0.3 6 0.3 - -

Note: Details may not add up to an absolute total because numbers have been rounded off.

Source: NSO-UNICEF, 1999 Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey



Table 19.
Identity of person who decided the place of delivery 
for mothers (15-49), Philippines, 1999.

Age Mothers with Total
and  live births Self Husband Both Others
Area ('000') ('000') % ('000') % ('000') % ('000') %

Total 1,955 708 36.2 144.868 7.4 892.797 45.7 212.849 10.9

Area
Urban 926 296 31.9 83 9.0 439 47.5 108 11.6
Rural 1,030 409 39.8 62 6.0 453 44.0 105 10.2

Age
15 - 19 107 26 24.0 11 10.2 45 42.4 25 23.0
20 - 24 578 202 35.0 38 6.6 232 40.1 105 18.2
25 - 29 536 176 32.9 47 8.8 275 51.2 38 7.0
30 - 34 411 154 37.5 23 5.7 209 50.8 25 6.1
35 - 39 222 94 42.1 15 6.9 98 44.4 15 6.6
40 - 44 87 46 53.1 7 8.0 31 35.2 3 3.6
45 - 49 15 7 46.9 3 17.0 3 20.9 3 17.7

Note: Details may not add up to an absolute total because numbers have been rounded off.

Source: NSO-UNICEF, 1999 Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey



Table 20
Proportion of mothers (15-49) with a live birth in the year prior to the MICS
and actual birth weight of infants by area, Philippines, 1999.

Area Number of Birth weight in kilograms
and mothers with Less than Don't

Age of mothers live births 2.5 kg know

Total 1,955 6.1 31.4 39.1 13.3 4.6 4.3 0.7

Area
Urban 926 5.7 34.4 36.5 15.7 5.4 1.6 0.3
Rural 1,030 6.4 28.8 41.4 11.1 3.9 6.8 1.0

Age
15 - 19 107 8.0 34.8 34.5 17.5 1.6 1.5 2.1
20 - 24 578 7.0 31.2 38.9 15.2 5.0 2.3 0.2
25 - 29 536 4.3 32.2 41.0 11.5 3.9 4.3 1.2
30 - 34 411 8.6 26.6 43.3 8.9 5.9 6.6 -
35 - 39 222 2.9 40.6 27.6 20.5 4.1 3.0 1.3
40 - 44 87 4.5 28.9 41.0 11.6 2.5 11.5 -
45 - 49 15 8.1 - 54.2 - 19.6 18.1 -

Note: Details may not add up to an absolute total because numbers have been rounded off.

Source: NSO-UNICEF, 1999 Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey

4.5 - more2.5 - 2.9 3.0 - 3.4 3.5 - 3.9 4.0 - 4.4



Table 21.
Proportion of mothers (15-49) whose infants weighed less than 2.5 kg
Philippines, 1999.

Mothers Infants with low birth weights
Age with live Total Urban Rural

births % ("000') % ("000') % ("000') %

Total 1,955 6.1 119 100.0 53 44.5 66 55.4

15 - 19 107 8.0 9 7.1 6 5.1 2 2.0
20 - 24 578 7.0 40 34.0 16 13.8 24 20.2
25 - 29 536 4.3 23 19.3 8 6.9 15 12.5
30 - 34 411 8.6 35 29.8 16 13.2 20 16.6
35 - 39 222 2.9 6 5.4 2 1.3 5 4.1
40 - 44 87 4.5 4 3.3 4 3.3 - -
45 - 49 15 8.1 1 1.0 1 1.0 - -

Note: Details may not add up to an absolute total because numbers have been rounded off.

Source: NSO-UNICEF, 1999 Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey



Table 22
Proportion of mothers (15-49) with a live birth in the year prior to the MICS
by actual birth weight of infants and perception of mothers on the size of the infant, Philippines, 1999.

Perception of mothers Number of Birth weight in kilograms
on infant size mothers with Less than 2.5 - 2.9 3.0 - 3.4 3.5 - 3.9 4.0 - 4.4 4.5 - more Don't

by area live births 2.5 kg know

Total 1,955 6.1 31.4 39.1 13.3 4.6 4.3 0.7

Very large 114 - 21.0 38.5 13.9 16.7 10.0 -
Larger than average 416 3.9 24.2 41.7 20.7 4.4 5.0 -
Average 1,076 4.9 36.7 38.2 10.5 3.8 4.1 0.8
Smaller than average 226 13.2 30.7 39.8 12.9 3.2 0.4 -
Very small 100 18.6 23.5 39.2 11.8 2.4 4.4 -
Don't know 23 8.4 7.5 29.1 16.6 8.9 11.9 17.7

Urban 926 5.7 34.4 36.5 15.7 5.4 1.6 0.3
Very large 56 - 27.4 22.3 16.1 30.0 4.2 -
Larger than average 206 2.4 22.1 43.6 24.6 5.2 2.2 -
Average 502 3.9 42.0 35.1 13.4 3.2 1.4 0.2
Smaller than average 105 12.8 42.4 36.2 6.3 1.6 1.0 -
Very small 45 29.6 6.2 41.3 17.6 5.4 - -
Don't know 12 16.8 - 24.1 33.4 17.8 - 11.8

Rural 1,030 6.4 28.8 41.4 11.1 3.9 6.8 1.0

Very large 59 - 14.8 53.9 11.8 3.9 15.5 -
Larger than average 210 5.5 26.4 39.8 31.1 3.7 7.8 -
Average 573 5.7 32.1 40.9 8.0 4.3 6.5 1.4
Smaller than average 121 13.5 20.5 42.9 18.6 4.5 - -
Very small 54 9.4 38.0 37.5 7.1 - 8.1 -
Don't know 12 - 18.8 34.0 - - 23.6 23.5



Note: Details may not add up to an absolute total because numbers have been rounded off.

Source: NSO-UNICEF, 1999 Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey



Table 23.
Proportion of mothers (15-49) who received vitamin A supplement after giving birth
by area, Philippines, 1999.

Mothers Number of mothers who received vitamin A
Area with live Total Before infant was When infant was After infant was

births 1 month old 1-2 months old 2 months old
('000') ('000') % ('000') % ('000') % ('000') %

Total 1,955 644 32.9 214 11.0 278 14.2 152 7.8

Area
Urban 926 333 35.9 121 13.1 124 13.4 88 9.5
Rural 1,030 312 30.3 93 9.1 154 14.9 64 6.3

Note: Details may not add up to an absolute total because numbers have been rounded off.

Source: NSO-UNICEF, 1999 Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey



Table 24.
Proportion of children (1-4 years old) who received vitamin A in the last six months,
Philippines, 1999

Sex, Total Children who received Vitamin A Not sure if Never
Age, number of Within last Prior to last Not sure when received received
and children 6 months 6 months
Area ('000') ('000') % ('000') % ('000') % ('000') % ('000') %

Total 7,734 2792 36.1 1740 22.5 46 0.6 1044 13.5 2111 27.3

Sex
Male 3,934 1385 35.2 881 22.4 24 0.6 555 14.1 1094 27.8

Female 3,800 1409 37.1 862 22.7 23 0.6 490 12.9 1018 26.8

Area
Urban 3,513 1233 35.1 794 22.6 35 1.0 552 15.7 903 25.7
Rural 4,221 1562 37.0 950 22.5 13 0.3 494 11.7 1207 28.6

Age
1 2,006 765 38.1 417 20.8 16 0.8 199 9.9 610 30.4
2 1,875 619 33.0 465 24.8 4 0.2 278 14.8 512 27.3
3 1,832 652 35.6 465 25.4 11 0.6 244 13.3 462 25.2
4 2,020 758 37.5 394 19.5 18 0.9 323 16.0 525 26.0

Total figures may not add up due to rounding off.

Source: NSO-UNICEF, 1999 Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey



Table 25.
Proportion of infants with low birth weight (LBW) who were given iron supplement
by age group of mothers and by area, Philippines, 1999

Age group Number of Infants (LBW) who received iron supplement
of mothers mothers of Total Urban Rural

LBW infants ('000') % ('000') % ('000') %

Total 119 26 12.2 15 7.3 22 10.3

15 - 19 9 2 1.6 2 0.9 - -
20 - 24 40 9 7.4 3 1.5 6 2.6
25 - 29 23 3 2.6 3 1.5 - -
30 - 34 35 2 1.6 2 0.9 - -
35 - 39 6 5 4.1 - - 5 2.3
40 - 44 4 4 3.3 4 1.8 - -
45 - 49 1 1 1.0 1 0.6 - -

Note: Details may not add up to an absolute total because numbers have been rounded off.

Source: NSO-UNICEF, 1999 Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey



Table 26
Percentage of households consuming iodized salt, Philippines, 1999.

Total With Without Salt was
Area number of iodized salt at not

households salt home tested
("000') Percentage (%)

Total 14,583 22.4 1.8 3.5

Urban 7,027 27.2 2.1 3.0
Rural 7,556 18.0 1.5 4.0

Source: NSO-UNICEF, 1999 Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey



Table 27.
Proportion of children (0 to 4 years old) 
with Acute Respiratory Infection (ARI) who received proper treatment,
Philippines, 1999.

Background Number Children Received
characteristics of children With ARI treatment

('000') % ('000') % ('000')

Total 9,581 16.2 1,549 63.7 987

Sex
Male 4,902 17.3 849 66.8 567

Female 4,679 15.0 700 60.0 420

Area
Urban 4,415 13.8 608 72.0 438
Rural 5,166 18.2 941 58.4 549

Age
< 1 1,847 18.1 334 70.7 236
1 2,006 18.2 365 63.9 233
2 1,875 14.8 278 61.9 172
3 1,832 15.9 291 59.2 172
4 2,020 13.9 281 61.7 173

Note: Details may not add up to an absolute total  
because numbers have already been rounded off.
Source: NSO-UNICEF, 1999 Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey



Table 28.
Source of advice and treatment for children (0 to 4 years old) with ARI,
Philippines, 1999.

Source of advice and treatment Total Percent
for children with ARI ('000') %

Rural health unit/Urban health center 323 33
Government hospital/clinic 228 23
Private hospital/clinic 182 18
Barangay health station 125 13
Other private sources 80 8
Private doctor/midwife/nurse 45 5
Other public sources 28 3
Pharmacy/store 21 2
Community health worker 12 1

Note: These figures represent multiple responses.
n = 987 children (0-4) with ARI
Source: NSO-UNICEF, 1999 Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey



Table 29.
Proportion of children (2-6) who received antihelminthics medicine
in the past 6 months, Philippines, 1999.

Background Total Received antihelminthics
characteristics number of Percent Value

children % ('000')

Total 9,431 42.4 3,995

Sex
Male 4,725 42.0 1,984

Female 4,706 42.7 2,011

Area
Urban 4,301 39.6 1,701
Rural 5,130 44.7 2,294

Age
2 1,875 36.9 692
3 1,832 44.7 818
4 2,020 45.3 914
5 1,923 42.1 808
6 1,781 42.8 762

Note: Details may not add up to an absolute total 
because numbers have already been rounded off.
Source: NSO-UNICEF, 1999 Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey



Table 30.
Proportion of children (0-1 year old) 
who are weighed regularly, Philippines, 1999

Background Total Proportion of children (0-1 year old)
characteristics number of Weighed Not weighed

children % ('000') % ('000')

Total 3,853 46.2 1,781 53.8 2,072

Sex
Male 2,034 47.4 963 52.6 1,070

Female 1,820 44.9 818 55.1 1,002

Area
Urban 1,802 53.3 961 46.7 841
Rural 2,052 40.0 820 60.0 1,232

Age group
< 6 months 941 50.4 474 49.6 467
6-11 months 906 50.3 455 49.7 451

12-23 months 2,006 42.4 852 57.6 1,155

Note: Details may not add up to an absolute total
because numbers have already been rounded off.
Source: NSO-UNICEF, 1999 Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey 



Table 31.
Proportion of caretakers of children (below 18 years old) 
who are aware of the rights of children, Philippines, 1999

Number of Know that children have rights Do not know
caretakers Can Cannot that children

Area of children identify identify have rights
any one right

('000') ('000') % ('000') % ('000') %

Total 35,013 29,531 84.3 3,104 8.9 2,379 6.8

Urban 15,654 13,740 87.8 1,032 6.6 882 5.6
Rural 19,359 15,791 81.6 2,072 10.7 1,496 7.7

Note: Details may not add up to an absolute total because numbers have already been rounded off.
Source: NSO-UNICEF, 1999 Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey



Table 32.
Proportion of caretakers of children (below 18 years old) 
who can identify the different rights of children,
Philippines, 1999.

Rights of children Total Urban Rural
('000') % ('000') % ('000') %

To obtain a good education 19,716 66.8 9,624 32.6 10,093 34.2
and develop the child's potential

To have adequate food, 12,885 43.6 5,933 20.1 6,953 23.5
a healthy and active body

To have a family who will love 10,383 35.2 5,143 17.4 5,240 17.7
and care for the child

To be given opportunities 9,530 32.3 4,999 16.9 4,531 15.3
for play and leisure

To be able to express 6,993 23.7 4,356 14.7 2,637 8.9
the child's view

To be protected against abuse, 4,434 15.0 2,525 8.6 1,909 6.5
exploitation,neglect, violence and danger

To be born, have a name 3,135 10.6 1,362 4.6 1,769 6.0
and nationality

To live in a peaceful community 2,900 9.8 1,559 5.3 1,340 4.5
and a wholesome environment

To be defended and given assistance 556 1.9 239.08 0.8 316.44 1.1
by the government



Other rights 1,806 6.1 862.19 2.9 944.15 3.2

Note: This table represents multiple responses.
n = 29,531 caretakers who can identify any one right of children

Source: NSO-UNICEF, 1999 Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey 



Table 33.
Proportion of children (0-6 years old) whose births were registered,
Philippines, 1999.

Background Total Registered
characteristics ('000') % ('000')

Total 13,285 84.1 11,177

Sex
Male 6,759 83.7 5,655

Female 6,526 84.6 5,521

Area
Urban 6,103 87.5 5,337
Rural 7,182 81.3 5,839

Age
<1 1,847 76.5 1,413
1 2,006 83.4 1,674
2 1,875 86.3 1,618
3 1,832 84.4 1,546
4 2,020 86.7 1,752
5 1,923 85.9 1,651
6 1,781 85.5 1,523

Note: Details may not add up to an absolute total
because numbers have already been rounded off.

Source: NSO-UNICEF, 1999 Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey



Table 34.
Proportion of children (0-6 years old) whose births were not registered 
and the reasons for non-registration, Philippines, 1999.

Total Reasons for non-registration (Values in percent)
Background number Costs too Must travel Late, did not Did not know Did not know Other 

characteristics of much too far want to pay child should where to reasons Don't know
children fine be registered register

Total 13,285 2.0 1.5 0.7 0.8 1.4 6.5 1.0

Sex
Male 6,759 2.2 1.5 0.6 0.9 1.7 6.7 1.0

Female 6,526 1.9 1.5 0.8 0.8 1.2 6.2 1.0

Area
Urban 6,103 1.7 0.8 0.4 0.5 0.7 5.4 0.8
Rural 7,182 2.3 2.1 0.9 1.1 2.1 7.4 1.2

Age
<1 1,847 3.6 2.6 0.5 0.8 1.3 11.7 1.6
1 2,006 2.7 1.6 0.6 0.5 1.8 8.1 0.6
2 1,875 1.6 1.4 1.4 1.0 1.5 5.7 0.7
3 1,832 2.0 1.4 1.1 1.2 1.2 7.1 1.0
4 2,020 1.7 1.2 0.6 0.7 1.9 5.2 0.7
5 1,923 1.8 1.4 0.3 0.9 1.1 3.7 0.9
6 1,781 0.8 1.0 0.3 0.7 1.3 3.9 1.4

Note: This table represents multiple responses.

Source: NSO-UNICEF, 1999 Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey



Table 35.
Proportion of children (0-17 years old) by living arrangement,
Philippines, 1999.

Total Living with Living with Not living with 
Background number Living with mother only father only  both parents

characteristics of both parents Father Father Mother Mother Only fatherOnly mother Both Both

children alive dead alive dead alive alive alive dead

('000') % ('000') Percentage (%)

Total 32,106 83.9 26,952 3.6 2.7 1.2 0.9 0.5 1.0 5.8 0.4

Sex
Male 16,396 43.5 13,953 3.5 2.6 1.1 0.9 0.4 0.8 5.1 0.4

Female 15,711 40.4 12,999 3.7 2.8 1.3 0.8 0.5 1.2 6.5 0.4

Area
Urban 14,746 38.1 12,217 4.5 2.9 1.3 0.5 0.4 0.8 6.3 0.4
Rural 17,360 45.8 14,735 2.8 2.6 1.2 1.2 0.5 1.1 5.3 0.4

Age 
0 - 4 9,581 27.1 8,683 4.5 0.8 0.6 0.3 0.2 0.2 2.6 0.1
5 - 9 9,255 25.1 8,071 3.1 1.9 1.2 0.5 0.3 0.9 4.6 0.3

10 - 14 8,590 21.4 6,874 3.4 3.9 1.8 1.3 0.8 1.4 6.8 0.6
15 -17 4,681 10.3 3,323 3.1 6.0 1.7 1.8 0.7 2.0 12.9 0.8

Note: Figures may not add up to an absolute total because numbers have already been rounded off.

Source: NSO-UNICEF, 1999 Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey



Table 36
Proportion of children (0-17) who are living away from home 
by area, sex, and age group, Philippines, 1999.

Area Total Children (0-17) who are living away from home
and number of Total Male Female
Age children % ('000') % ('000') % ('000') %

Total 32,106 4.3 1,376 100.0 611 44.4 765 55.6

Area
Urban 14,746 4.0 587 42.6 299 21.7 288 20.9
Rural 17,360 4.5 789 57.4 312 22.7 477 34.7

Age group
0 - 5 11,504 1.3 152 11.0 72 5.2 80 5.8

6 - 11 10,851 3.4 372 27.1 182 13.2 190 13.8
12 - 17 9,752 8.7 852 61.9 357 25.9 495 36.0

Note: Figures may not add up to an absolute total because numbers have already been rounded off.

Source: NSO-UNICEF, 1999 Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey



Table 37.
Proportion of children (5-17) who are currently working by sex, area, and age group, Philippines, 1999.

Children who are considered currently working
Family-operated Paid work Unpaid work Domestic work 

activities for someone who is not a household member > 4 hrs a day

('000') % ('000') % ('000') % ('000') %

Total 22,525 3,235 14.4 1,025 4.6 478 2.1 11,241 49.9

Sex
Male 11,494 1,922 16.7 661 5.8 260 2.3 5,327 46.4

Female 11,032 1,313 11.9 364 3.3 219 2.0 5,913 53.6

Area
Urban 10,331 1,123 10.9 378 3.7 125 1.2 4,363 42.2
Rural 12,195 2,112 17.3 647 5.3 354 2.9 6,878 56.4

Age group
5 - 9 9,255 749 8.1 78 0.8 135 1.5 2,927 31.6

10 - 14 8,590 1,447 16.8 413 4.8 201 2.3 5,123 59.6
15 - 17 4,681 1,038 22.2 535 11.4 142 3.0 3,191 68.2

Note: Figures may not add up to an absolute total because numbers have already been rounded off.

Source: NSO-UNICEF, 1999 Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey

Background 
characteristics

Total 
number of 
children



Table 38.
Proportion of children (5-17) who live away from home 
by nature of their work, sex, area, age group, Philippines, 1999.

Number of children who live away from home and nature of their work
Background 

characteristics Total Services Industry Agriculture Not classified

('000') % ('000') % ('000') % ('000') % ('000') %

Total 1,188 100.0 814 68.5 212 17.9 151 12.7 10 0.9

Male 520 43.8 337 64.8 94 18.0 81 15.6 8 1.5
Female 668 56.2 477 71.4 119 17.7 70 10.5 3 0.4

Urban 507 42.7 298 58.8 157 31.0 51 10.1 - -
Rural 681 57.3 516 75.7 55 8.1 100 14.7 10 1.5

5 - 9 252 21.2 164 65.3 65 25.9 19 7.6 3 1.2
10 - 14 445 37.4 317 71.2 82 18.5 46 10.3 - -
15 - 17 492 41.4 333 67.7 65 13.2 86 17.5 8 1.5

Note: Figures may not add up to an absolute total because numbers have already been rounded off.

Source: NSO-UNICEF, 1999 Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey



Table 39.
Proportion of women (15-49) who have heard of HIV-AIDS
by area and age, Philippines, 1999.

Area Total number Have heard of HIV-AIDS
and of women Percent Value
Age ('000') % ('000')

Total 19,265 91.6 17,643

Area
Urban 10,673 94.1 10,048
Rural 8,592 88.4 7,595

Age Group
15-19 3,876 91.0 3,527
20-24 3,513 90.8 3,191
25-29 3,135 90.6 2,839
30-34 2,752 93.7 2,579
35-39 2,359 92.4 2,179
40-44 1,996 92.6 1,847
45-49 1,634 90.6 1,481

Note: Figures may not add up to an absolute total 
because numbers have already been rounded off.

Source: NSO-UNICEF, 1999 Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey



Table 40
Proportion of women (15-49) years old who agree to statements on the prevention of  HIV-AIDS
by area and age group, Philippines, 1999

Type of Prevention
Area Number Not having sex with Using condom Agree Agree Disagree
and of more than one partner everytime they have sex to to to
Age Women Don't Don't both one both

group know know
('000) Percentage (%)

Total 19,265 71.6 6.6 21.8 55.4 17.0 27.6 50.8 25.4 2.3

Area
Urban 10,673 78.6 6.2 15.3 61.7 18.0 20.2 57.0 26.4 2.0
Rural 8,592 63.0 7.1 29.8 47.5 15.6 36.8 43.1 24.3 2.7

Age Group
15-19 3,876 69.9 6.9 23.2 53.0 16.5 30.5 48.6 25.7 2.4
20-24 3,513 71.1 7.2 21.7 56.0 17.5 26.5 51.0 25.2 2.6
25-29 3,135 71.6 6.5 21.9 57.1 15.2 27.7 52.1 24.6 2.1
30-34 2,752 73.8 6.7 19.5 57.8 17.7 24.6 53.1 25.4 2.3
35-39 2,359 73.5 5.2 21.3 55.4 16.7 27.9 51.6 25.8 1.7
40-44 1,996 73.0 5.7 21.3 54.8 18.3 27.0 50.7 26.4 0.2
45-49 1,634 68.9 7.9 23.2 53.3 18.1 28.6 48.5 25.2 3.4

Note: Figures may not add up to an absolute total because numbers have already been rounded off.
Source: NSO-UNICEF, 1999 Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS)

Agree Disagree Agree Disagree



Table 41
Proportion of women (15-49) years old who agree to statements on the transmission of  HIV-AIDS
by area and age group, Philippines, 1999

Type of Transmission
Area Number A drug user using From a mother to her child Agree Agree Disagree
and of an infected syringe during pregnancy to to to
Age Women Don't Don't both one both

group know know
('000) Percentage (%)

Total 19,265 60.3 12.2 27.5 77.5 7.7 14.9 54.8 28.2 2.2

Area
Urban 10,673 67.7 12.3 20.0 81.9 7.6 10.5 61.8 25.9 2.1
Rural 8,592 51.2 12.0 36.8 72.0 7.8 20.2 46.1 31.1 2.3

Age Group
15-19 3,876 60.2 10.7 29.0 76.5 7.0 16.5 54.5 27.8 1.6
20-24 3,513 59.5 14.0 26.5 75.8 9.1 15.1 53.0 29.2 2.6
25-29 3,135 58.7 14.2 27.2 76.5 8.1 15.4 53.5 28.1 2.5
30-34 2,752 61.3 13.1 25.6 80.3 7.8 12.0 56.6 28.5 3.0
35-39 2,359 61.3 10.8 27.9 79.0 6.1 14.9 57.5 25.4 2.0
40-44 1,996 61.9 8.9 29.2 77.7 8.3 14.0 54.8 30.0 1.6
45-49 1,634 60.9 12.0 27.1 77.7 6.9 15.4 54.9 28.9 1.6

Note: Figures may not add up to an absolute total because numbers have already been rounded off.
Source: NSO-UNICEF, 1999 Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS)

Agree Disagree Agree Disagree



Table 42
Proportion of women (15-49) years old who agree to statements on misconceptions on HIV-AIDS
by area and age group, Philippines, 1999

Type of Misconception
Area Number Can get virus from Healthy looking person Agree Agree Disagree
and of mosquito bites cannot have AIDS to to to
Age Women Don't Don't both one both

group know know
('000) Percentage (%)

Total 19,265 35.0 36.1 31.6 13.4 68.3 20.0 4.7 39.1 29.1

Area
Urban 10,673 36.4 41.6 23.4 11.6 76.7 12.4 4.6 38.9 35.3
Rural 8,592 33.2 29.3 42.4 15.7 57.8 30.0 4.8 39.3 21.3

Age Group
15-19 3,876 33.5 34.8 34.8 13.5 67.4 20.9 4.7 37.6 28.0
20-24 3,513 33.4 38.1 31.4 15.6 66.3 19.9 5.6 37.8 30.9
25-29 3,135 35.2 37.5 30.1 13.4 67.4 21.1 5.4 37.8 30.3
30-34 2,752 38.4 35.6 27.8 13.7 70.7 16.6 4.2 43.6 28.4
35-39 2,359 36.1 35.9 30.4 11.6 69.5 20.4 3.9 39.8 28.9
40-44 1,996 35.0 35.2 32.3 12.6 69.4 19.5 4.1 39.3 27.8
45-49 1,634 34.5 34.4 34.2 11.8 69.0 21.2 3.8 38.8 28.1

Note: Figures may not add up to an absolute total because numbers have already been rounded off.
Source: NSO-UNICEF, 1999 Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS)

Agree Disagree Agree Disagree



Table 43
Proportion of women (15-49) years old who agree to non-discriminatory statements about a person with AIDS
by area and age group, Philippines, 1999

Non-discriminatory attitude
Area Number Allowing a teacher with AIDS Buying food from Agree Agree Disagree
and of to continue teaching a person with AIDS to to to
Age Women Don't Don't both one both

group know know
('000) Percentage (%)

Total 19,265 25.7 61.9 12.4 15.9 72.7 11.4 9.6 22.4 55.2

Area
Urban 10,673 32.2 58.5 9.3 19.1 72.5 8.4 12.7 25.9 51.7
Rural 8,592 17.7 66.2 16.1 11.9 73.0 15.1 5.7 18.1 59.5

Age Group
15-19 3,876 26.0 61.5 12.5 14.9 73.0 12.1 9.0 22.9 54.8
20-24 3,513 27.3 59.8 12.9 15.9 72.5 11.6 10.2 22.8 54.3
25-29 3,135 26.7 59.6 13.7 16.7 69.7 13.6 9.5 24.4 51.3
30-34 2,752 25.2 63.9 10.9 15.4 74.9 9.6 9.5 21.8 57.6
35-39 2,359 24.6 64.3 11.1 16.4 73.1 10.6 9.6 21.8 56.8
40-44 1,996 24.0 64.1 11.9 16.4 73.6 10.0 10.0 20.4 57.2
45-49 1,634 24.1 62.8 13.1 15.9 73.5 10.7 9.3 21.5 56.9

Note: Figures may not add up to an absolute total because numbers have already been rounded off.
Source: NSO-UNICEF, 1999 Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS)

Agree Disagree Agree Disagree



Table 44
Women 15-49 years old who have sufficient knowledge of HIV/AIDS 
by background characteristics, Philippines, 1999.

Number Heard Know 2 ways Correctly identify Have
Area and of of to prevent HIV 2 misconceptions sufficient
Agegroup Women AIDS transmission about HIV knowledge

('000) % ('000) ('000) % ('000) % ('000) %

Total 19,265 91.6 17,643 9,788 50.8 902 4.7 456 2.4

Area
Urban 10,673 94.1 10,048 6,081 57.0 486 4.6 249 2.3
Rural 8,592 88.4 7,595 3,707 43.1 416 4.8 208 2.4

Age Group
15-19 3,876 91.0 3,527 1,883 48.6 183 4.7 93 2.4
20-24 3,513 90.8 3,191 1,790 51.0 196 5.6 104 3.0
25-29 3,135 90.6 2,839 1,633 52.1 170 5.4 76 2.4
30-34 2,752 93.7 2,579 1,461 53.1 117 4.2 57 2.1
35-39 2,359 92.4 2,179 1,217 51.6 93 3.9 50 2.1
40-44 1,996 92.6 1,847 1,012 50.7 82 4.1 40 2.0
45-49 1,634 90.6 1,481 793 48.5 61 3.8 36 2.2

Note: Figures may not add up to an absolute total because numbers have already been rounded off.
Source: NSO-UNICEF, 1999 Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS)



Table 45.
Proportion of women (15-49) who know where to get tested for HIV
by area, age group, Philippines, 1999.

Background Total Aware of a place for HIV testing
characteristics number of Percent Value

women % ('000')

Total 19,265 54.6 10,523

Area
Urban 10,673 59.9 6,394
Rural 8,592 48.1 4,129

Age group
15 - 19 3,876 51.1 1,981
20 - 24 3,513 55.4 1,945
25 - 29 3,135 55.8 1,749
30 - 34 2,752 55.9 1,539
35 - 39 2,359 54.4 1,284
40 - 44 1,996 55.8 1,114
45 - 49 1,634 55.8 912

Note: Figures may not add up to an absolute total 
because numbers have already been rounded off.

Source: NSO-UNICEF, 1999 Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey


