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Executive Summary

This Draft Preliminary Report presents theinitid results of the 2000 Lesotho End-Decade
Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey (EMICS). These results were derived from anationaly
representative survey of households, women, and children. The main objectives of the survey
were:

= to provide up-to-date information for assessing the Situation of children and women
in Lesotho at the end of the decade, and;

= to furnish data needed for monitoring progress toward god's established at the World
Summit for Children and as a basis for future action.

It isorganised in four main sections. Chapter One is a documentation of the background to
the 2000 Lesotho EMICS, and its objectives. The technica details of the survey, including
sampling procedures, data collection and analysis are reported in Chapter Two. Chapter
Three presents an evaluation of the quality of the data collected during the survey and used to
prepare the analysis presented in Chapter Four. The Appendices attach the questionnaire used
in the survey, some key documentation and lists key personne and organisations involved in
the 2000 Lesotho EMICS.

It is expected that this Draft Preliminary Report will generate discusson on thefindingsin
respect of the hedth, education, and child labour Stuation in Lesotho amongst government
agencies, non-governmenta organisations (NGOs), multilateral donors, the press and the
public.

Primary School Attendance

Approximately sixty five percent of children of primary school agein Lesotho are
attending primary school. School attendance in the al regions and districts averages above
58 percent.

More than two thirds of children who enter the first grade of primary school eventualy
reach grade five.

Child Labour

The term “currently working” reflects those children who have done any paid or unpaid
work for someone who is not amember of the household or who did more than 4 hours of
housekeeping chores in the household or who did other family work.

Twenty nine percent of children aged 5-17 yearsis currently involved in some work
activity. More mde than femde children currently working. More rura than urban
children are engaged in work activity — 31.8 percent and 18.4 percent respectively.

About 63.3 percent of the children do some domestic work that |asts less than 4 hours per
day.
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Water and Sanitation

About seventy seven percent of the population has access to safe drinking water — 88.4
percent and 73.6 percent in urban and rurdl aress respectively. The Stuation in
Mokhotlong digtrict isfar below the nationa average (76.8 percent), with only 49.0
percent of the population in the district having access to safe water.

Approximately 54 percent of the population of Lesotho live in households with sanitary
means of excretadisposa. The Stuation in the rurd arees, at 44.2 percent, isfar worse
than in the urban areas, where 87.8 percert of the population has access to sanitary means
of excretadisposd.

Breastfeeding

Breastfeeding status is based on women' s reports of children’s consumption in the 24
hours prior to the interview.

Approximately 22 percent of the children 0-3 months are exclusvely bresstfed. At age 6-
9 months 51.2 percent of the children receive breastmilk and solid or semi-solid foods.
By age 20-23 months, 58.1 percent of the children ill continue to be breastfed.

Vitamin A Supplementation

Within the Sx months prior to the 2000 Lesotho EMICS, 17.0 percent of children aged 6-
59 months received a high dose Vitamin A supplement. Approximately 6.5 percent did
not receive a supplement in the last 6 months but did receive some prior to that time.

Data suggests that the mother’sleve of education isrelated to the likelihood of Vitamin A
supplementation. The percentage receiving a supplement in the last Sx months increases
from 13.5 percent among children whose mothers have no education to 19.2 percent
among children of mothers with secondary or higher education.

About 13.2 percent of the women who had ddlivered in the 12 months prior to the 2000
Lesotho EMICS were sure of having received Vitamin A Supplementation.

Salt lodization

Approximately sixty nine percent of households in Lesotho have adequately (15+ PPM)
iodised sdt. The percentage of households with adequately iodised sdt ranges from alow
47.9 percent of the householdsin Quthing to 81.0 percent in Maseru. Householdsin
urban areas with adequately iodised sdit, at 90.6 percent, were higher than thosein rurd
Lesotho at 62.6 percent.

Immunisation Coverage

Close to 90.5 percent of children aged 12-23 months received a BCG vaccination by the
age of 12 months and the first dose of DPT was given to 88.5 percent of these children.
The percentage declines for subsequent doses of DPT to 87.8 percent for the second dose,
and 83.9 percent for the third dose.

Smilarly, 66.6 percent of children received Polio 0 by age 12 months and this declines to
82.4 percent by the third dose. This coverage is lower than that of Polio 1 and 2 at 87.8
percent and 86.0 percent respectively.
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Coverage for meades vaccineis lower than for the other vaccines at 71.3 percent. About
62.6 percent of children had dl eight recommended vaccinations before 12 months of age.

Male and femde children are vaccinated at roughly the same rate - 84.4 and 85.4 percent
respectively. Vaccination coverage is highest among children whose mothers have
secondary or higher education. Coverage' s documented suggest thet children of women
with at least primary education drop out of the immunisation Programme a a higher rate
than those with educated mothers.

Knowledge of HIV/AIDS Transmission

Fifty percent of women aged 15-49 know dl two main ways of preventing HIV
transmission — having only one uninfected sex partner and using a condom every time.
Amongst adolescents (age 15-19) out of 75.8 percent who have heard of HIV/AIDS, 55.6
percent know of &t least one way of preventing HIV transmisson.

Twenty three percent of women correctly identified three misconceptions about HIV
tranamission — that HIV can be transmitted through supernaturd means, that it can be
transmitted through mosquito bites, and that a hedlthy |ooking person cannot be infected.
Approximately 51 percent of women identify the three possible means of HIV/AIDS
transmission from mother to child — during pregnancy, a ddivery, and through
breastmilk.

About 18.8 percent of the women are deemed to have sufficient knowledge of HIV/AIDS
tranamisson. A woman is deemed to have sufficient knowledge of HIV/AIDS if they
know the 2 main ways of preventing HIV/AIDS transmission and can correctly identify 3
misconceptions about HIV/AIDS transmisson.

Assistance at Delivery

A doctor, nurse, or midwife delivered about 59.8 percent of births occurring in the year
prior to the. Thisis highest in the lowlands region a 64.5 percent and lowest in the
mountains at 37.1 percent. Amongst the digtricts Leribe has the highest deliveries by
skilled personnd at 70.0 percent, while Mokhotlong, with 37.1 percent has the lowest.

Birth Registration

Births of 50.6 percent of children under five yearsin Lesotho have been registered. There
are no sgnificant variationsin birth registration across sex, age, or education categories.

Disability Problems

The results suggest no significant problem with respect to disability. However, it isworth
noting that positive responses to questions such as “whether the child seemsto understand
what you are saying,” yield only about 47.2 percent positive answers.

Contraceptive Use

Approximately 69.6 percent of respondentsindicated that they do not use any form of
contraception at al.

Thirty percent of the married/in union women indicated that they used some form of
contraception — 29.5 percent used any modern method and 1.0 percent used some form of
traditional method for contraception.

May 28, 2002



End Decade Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey — Draft Preliminary Report

Acknowledgements

This Draft Preliminary Report could not have been possible without the efforts of a number of
inditutions and individuas.

To the Government of Lesotho, through its Bureau of Statistics for the tireless efforts made in
carrying ot its role as the implementing agency for the Multiple Indicator Cluster Surveys.

To the various indtitutions, which provided support in terms of personnd, vehicles and
equipment, that supported thisinitiative.

To UNICEF, both the Maseru and ESARO offices for there dedicated provision of
professond technica and financid support for the EMICS effort.

To the EMICS National Co-ordinator who worked tirelesdy to get the data from the fidd into
the data processing and analys's cooking pot.

To the many enumerators, and supervisors who spent their time and effort enduring arduous
conditions to collect the information that enabled this report.

To the people of the “Mountain Kingdom in the Sky”, the Kingdom of Lesotho who gave
their time to answer the questions of the 2000 Lesotho EMICS and without whose co-
operation, this report was a non-darter. May its results be seen in an improvement in the lives
of its children, women, and men.

May 28, 2002



End Decade Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey — Draft Preliminary Report

Table of Contents

Executive Summary i

Acknowledgements v
Table of Contents %
List of Tables vii
List of Maps and Figures IX
Acronyms X
1 Background and Objectives of the Survey 1
1.1 Introduction 1
1.2 Kingdom of Lesotho — National Programme of Action for Children 1995 — 2000:
A Brief Description 1
1.3 Spatial Context of Lesotho 3
1.4 Survey Objectives 6
1.5 Survey Organisation 6
2  Sample and Survey Methodol ogy
2.1 Sampling Frame
2.2 Sample Design
2.3 TheQuestionnaires 10
2.4 Data Collection, Processing and Analysis Procedures 11
2.5 Data Processing 11
2.6 DataAnalysis 12
2.7 Organisational Structure 12
2.8 Congtraints 12
2.9 Characteristics of the Respondents 17
2.10 Other Issues 19
3  Evaluation of the Data Quality 20
3.1 Non-sampling Errors 20
3.2 Sampling Errors 20
3.3 Response Rates 21
Vv

May 28, 2002



End Decade Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey — Draft Preliminary Report

4  Results 25
4.1 Primary School Attendance 25
4.2 Child Labour 27
4.3 Water and Sanitation 28
4.4 Nutritional Status 33
4.5 Breastfeeding 35
4.6 Vitamin A Supplementation 39
4.7 Salt lodization 41
4.8 Immunisation Coverage 42
4.8 Knowledge of HIV/AIDS Transmission 45
4.9 Assistanceat Delivery 50
410 Birth Registration 50
411 Disability Problems 50
4.12 Contraceptive Use 50

Appendicesto the Preliminary Report 55
Appendix A — The Kingdom of Lesotho MICS Questionnaire 56
Appendix B — Sampling Design 78
Appendix C — Listing Form, “Form 1” 81
Appendix D — Steering CommitteeMembers 83
Appendix E — Task Force Members 84
Appendix F - Personsinvolved in the 2000 L esotho EMICS 85
Appendix G - Anthropometry Data Check 88

Vi

May 28, 2002



End Decade Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey — Draft Preliminary Report

List of Tables
Table 1.0: Sdected lig of indicators from the Lesotho Nationd Programme of
Action for Children 1995-2000 2
Table 2.0: Characterigtics of the 2000 Kingdom of Lesotho EMICS Sampling Frame
by District, 1996 8
Table2.1: Planned vs. Actual Sample for Lesotho MICS 9
Table2.2: General constraints during data collection 11
Table 2.3: Percent digtribution of households by background characterigtics,
Lesotho, 2000 17
Table2.4: Percent digtribution of women 15-49 by background characterigtics,
Lesotho, 2000 18
Table2.5: Percent distribution of children under 5 by background characterigtics,
Lesotho, 2000 19
Table 3.0: List of selected variables for sampling errors, Lesotho, 2000 21
Table3.1: Number of households and women, and response rates, Lesotho, 200021
Table3.2: Percent of cases missing information for selected questions, Lesotho,
2000 24
Table 3.3: Percent of under-5 children with missing height or weight, L esotho, 2000
24
Table 4.0: Percentage of children of primary school age attending primary school,
Lesotho, 2000 25
Table4.1: Percentage of children entering first grade of primary school who
eventually reach grade 5, L esotho, 2000 26
Table4.2: Percentage of children 5-17 years of age who are currently working,
Lesotho, 2000 27
Table4.3: Percentage of the population using improved drinking water sources,
Lesotho, 2000 29
Table 4.4 Percentage of the population using sanitary means of excreta disposd,
Lesotho, 2000 30
Table4.4a Comparison between 2000 Lesotho EMICS Results and NPAC Goals 32
Table 4.5: Percentage of under-five children who are severdy or moderatdy
undernourished, L esotho, 2000 34
Table 4.6: Percent of living children by breastfeeding status, L esotho, 2000 37
Table4.7: Percent digtribution of children aged 6-59 months by whether they
received a high dose of Vitamin A supplement in the last 6 months,
Lesotho, 2000 39
Table4.8: Percentage of women with abirth in the last 12 months by whether they
received a high dose of Vitamin A supplement before the infant was 8
weeks old, Lesotho, 2000 40
Table4.9: Percent of households consuming adequately iodised salt, Lesotho, 2000
41
Table4.9a Percent of population consuming adequately iodized sdlt, Lesotho, 2000
41
Table 4.10: Percentage of children age 12-23 months currently vaccinated any time
before the survey or before 12 months of age, Lesotho, 2000 43
Vii

May 28, 2002



End Decade Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey — Draft Preliminary Report

Table4.11 Percentage of children age 12-23 months currently vaccinated against
childhood diseases, Lesotho, 2000 44
Table4.12: Percent of women 15-49 who know the main ways of preventing HIV
transmission, Lesotho, 2000 45
Table4.12a Percentage of women aged 15-19 who know the main ways of preventing
HIV transmission, Lesotho, 2000 46
Table 4.13: Women 15-49 who correctly identify misconceptions about HIV/AIDS,
Lesotho, 2000 47
Table4.14: Percentage of women 15-49 who correctly identify means of HIV
transmission from mother to child, Lesotho, 2000 48
Table4.15: Percentage of women aged 15-49 who have sufficient knowledge of
HIV/AIDS transmission, Lesotho, 2000 49
Table 4.16: Percent digtribution of women aged 15-49 with abirth in the last year by
type of personnel assisting at delivery, Lesotho, 2000 51
Table4.17: Percent distribution of children aged 0-59 months by whether birth is
registered and reasons for non-registration, Lesotho, 2000 52
Table 4.18: Percentage of children 24 to 108 months with disability problems,
Lesotho, 2000 53
Table 4.19: Percentage of married or in union women aged 15-49 who are using (or
whose partner is using) a contraceptive method, Lesotho, 2000 54
Vil

May 28, 2002



End Decade Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey — Draft Preliminary Report

List of Mapsand Figures

Map 1.0: 1996 population by geographical zones 4
Map 1.1: Lesotho adminigrative divisons 5
Figure 2.0: Data Collection Process 13
Figure2.1: Data Processing Procedures 14
Figure 2.2 Preparation of Data Analyss Files 15
Figure 2.3: Organisationa Structure for Data Collection, Processing, and Anadysis 16
Figure 3.0: Single year age distribution by sex, Lesotho, 2000 22
Figure 4.0: Access to safe drinking water and sanitary means of excreta disposa by region,
Lesotho, 2000 30
Figure4.0a:  Accessto safe drinking water and sanitary means of excreta disposa by
district, Lesotho, 2000 30
Figure4.0b:  Accessto safe drinking water and sanitary means of excreta disposa by area,
Lesotho, 2000 31
Figure4.1: Percent of under-5 children who are undernourished, Lesotho, 2000 34
Figure 4.2 Percent distribution of children by breastfeeding status, Lesotho, 2000 37
Figure4.3: Percent of children age 12-23 months currently vaccinated any time before the
survey or before 12 months of age, Lesotho, 2000 42
iX

May 28, 2002



End Decade Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey — Draft Preliminary Report

Acronyms

BOS
EAs
EMICS
GOL
IMF
KOL
MICS
NGOs
UN
UNESCO
UNICEF
VAD
WB
WHO

PSUs

Bureau of Statistics, Government of Lesotho
Enumeration Aress

End-Decade Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey
Government of Lesotho

International Monetary Fund

Kingdom of Lesotho

Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey

Non Government Organisations

United Nations

United Nations Education, Scientific, and Culturd
United Nations Children’s Fund

Vitamin A Deficiency

World Bank

World Hedlth Organisation

Primary Sampling Units

Organisation

May 28, 2002



Chapter One— Background and Objectives of the Survey

1  Background and Objectives of the Survey
1.1 Introduction

At the World Summit for Children held in New Y ork in 1990, the government of the
Kingdom of Lesotho committed itsdlf to a Declaration and Plan of Action for Children.
Subsequently, aNationa Programme of Action for Children was developed and implemented.

1.2 Kingdom of Lesotho — National Programme of Action for Children
1995 — 2000: A Brief Description

The Nationd Programme of Action developed by the government of the Kingdom of Lesotho
attempts to show how the commitments made at the World Summit for Children in 1990
would be met. It discusses the short and medium term developmenta god's of the
government of the Kingdom of Lesotho. These include:

a Fogtering labour-intengive growth by investing in rurd infrastructure which supports
agriculturad intengfication, marketable crop production, agro aswell as smdl scde
indugtries;

Ensuring women's ownership rights to land,

Improving access to capita and business advice in the smal business sector;
Removing redtrictions on women's ability to obtain credit and do business,

Ensuring environmenta sustainability of development strategies through the
involvement of communitiesin natura resource use managemen;
Implementation of a population policy;

Decentralisng planning and implementation and choosing labour intensive
techniques in the development of socio-economic infrastructure;

Privatisation and rationdisation of public sector activities and enterprises,
Increasing investment in education and health in poorer areas and encouraging

teachers and hedlth personnel to stay in such areas by paying an improved hardship
alowance.

COODO

OO0 OO

Implementation of the National Programme of Action for Children was to be carried out
within the existing central and local government systems. An integrated devel opment
approach was adopted with the government aiming a improving the decentralisation of
services, decison making and a focus on bottom-up gpproach to planning. Thisinvolved
improved communication and co-ordination within the government sector and amongst
NGOs. Community mobilisation and sengitisation was to receive priority under this
Programme.

The financing of this National Programme of Action for Children was to be done through
comprehensive targeting and costing of the planned interventions at the sectoral and
condtituency levels as well as encouraging al the partners in development to ensure that
resources trickled down to the grassroots levd.
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The National Programme of Action for Children also called for the establishment of
mechanisms for monitoring progress toward the god's and objectives st for the year 2000.
Toward this end, UNICEF, in collaboration with WHO, UNESCO, and others developed a
core set of indicators of gpecific agpects of the Stuation of children. The 2000 Lesotho
EMICS was conducted in order to provide end-decade information on many of these and

other indicators.

Table1.0: Sdected list of indicator s from the L esotho National Programme of Action

for Children 1995-2000

INDICATOR

TARGETED GOALSFOR THE YEAR 2000

Infant Mortality Rate

Reduce from 82 per 1000 to 37 per 1000 live births

Under Five Mortdity Rate

Reduce from 60 to 30 per 1000 live births

Materna Mortality Rate

Reduce 282 to 141 per 100,000

Immunisation Coverage

Increase DPT coverage from 80 to 90 per cent

Increase Measles coverage from 77 to 90 percent

Increase Polio coverage from 76 to 90 percent

Sustain BCG coverage at 98 percent

Increase Tetanus Toxoid from 11.8 to 50 percent

Increase Hepatitis B coverage from O to 80 percent

Diarrhoea

Reduce incidence rate from 300 to 100

Nutrition Status (under 5 children)

Reduce underweight from 18 to 9 percent

Reduce wasting from 5.7 to 2.8 percent

Reduce stunting from 42 to 21 percent

lodine and Vitamin A Deficiencies

Virtudly eiminate the deficiencies and their consequences

Access to Safe Drinking Water

Urban from 44 to 58 percent

Rura from 58 to 81 percent

Access to Sanitary Means of Excreta
Disposal

Urban from 42 to 73 percent

Rural from 25 to 52 percent

Education

Provide Universal Access to basic education for at least 80
percent of primary school-age children

Increase Primary School completion rates from 30 to 65
percent

Boys 29 to 64 percent

Girls 51 to 85 percent

Reduce illiteracy rates from 38 to 10 percent
Males 54 to 25 percent
Females from 30 to 10 percent

Sour ce: Kingdom of Lesotho (1995) 1995-2000 National Programme of Action for

Children

The Lesotho National Programme of Action for Children developed a set of indicators by
which progress would be monitored would monitor progress. Table 1.0 above lists some of
these giving the expected year 2000 targets.

! Current status year is 1993-4
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This preliminary report presents selected results on some of the principa topics covered in the
survey and on asubset of indicators. A comprehensive Full Technica Report is scheduled for
publication towards the end of the year 2000.

1.3  Spatial Context of Lesotho®

Lesotho, the “Mountain Kingdom in the Sky”, has aland mass area of approximately 30,350
kn? and is completely land locked, being entirely surrounded by the Republic of South

Africa. Itisdivided into four ecologicd regions: the lowlands, foothills, mountains, and the
Senqu River Valey, asisdearly shownin Map 1.0. The mountains cover about 59 percent of
the country and are characterised by steep topographica features and thin soils. Mountain
climate is harsh with cool summers and cold winters, often accompanied by snow.

The lowlands consist of areas below 1800 meters above sealevel and cover approximately 17
percent of Lesotho's surface area. Summers are warm in the lowlands, with occasiond rain
and theland is suitable for agriculture. The foothillslie at dtitude between 1800 and 2000
meters above sealeve. They lie between the lowlands and the Maluti Mountains. Itisa
narrow strip that makes up about 15 percent of the surface area of Lesotho.

The Senqu River Valey is azone that penetrates deep into the Mduti Mountains and
comprises about 9 percent of theland area. The dtitude and the climate in this zone do not
vary much from that in the lowlands, and hence is suitable for cultivation.

Ten digtricts comprise the adminigtrative disposition of Lesotho, asMap 1.1 shows. These
are Butha-Buthe, Leribe, Berea, Maseru, Mafeteng, Mohae' s Hoek, Quthing, Qacha s Nek,
Mokhotlong and Thaba Tseka. Mogt of its population is conssts of the Basotho with atiny
sprinkling of other Africans, Europeans, and Adans.

Most economic activity isfound on 25 % of the country that fals dong the western and
southwestern borders. These are commonly referred to as the lowlands.

2 This section is derived largely from the Bureau of Statistics (1996) Population Census Analytical
Report: VolumelllA — Population Dynamics. Bureau of Statistics, Maseru. Pp. 21-31.
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Map 1.0

May 28, 2002



Chapter One— Background and Objectives of the Survey
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1.4 Survey Objectives

The 2000 Lesotho End-Decade Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey had as its primary

objectives:

a To provide up-to-date information for assessing the Stuation of children and women
in Lesotho at the end of the decade and for looking forward to the next decade;

a To furnish data needed for monitoring progress toward goals established at the
World Summit for Children and as abasisfor future action;

a To contribute to the improvement of data and monitoring systemsin Lesotho and to
srengthen technical expertise in the design, implementation, and analyss of such
systems.

1.5 Survey Organisation

The Government of Lesotho through the Ministry of Development Planning (Bureau of
Statistics) conducted the 2000 Lesotho End-Decade Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey, with
the UNICEF (Maseru) office providing the requisite technica and funding support.

Conduct of the 2000 Lesotho EMICS is discussed in the next chapter, under sample and
survey methodology.
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2  Sampleand Survey Methodology

Sample survey design, data collection and analys's procedures used in the 2000 Lesotho
EMICS Survey are discussed in the following sections.

2.1 Sampling Frame

The Bureau of Statistics provided the information that was utilised in congtructing the 2000
Lesotho MICS, including the Rural Master Sampling Frame, the 1996 Population Census
Frame, Urban Population Sampling UnitsFile. Information availed through these documents
included Enumeration Area (EA) Numbers, Number of Villagesin the EAs, and the Number
of Households. Table 2.0 shows the characterigtics of this constructed sampling frame.

2.2 Sample Design

The 2000 Lesotho EMICS covered the whole country. Thus, the sample was designed to
provide estimates of hedth indicators at four levels, viz.:

(M | The Nationd Leve;
(M | The Urban and Rurd Levds;
a The Regiond Leve,;

= Lowland

= Foathill

= Mountain + Senqu Valey
a The Didrict Leve

= Butha- Buthe

- Leribe

= Berea

= Maseru

= Mafeteng

= Mohal€e' s Hoek

- Quthing

= Qacha s Nek

= Mokhotlong

= Thaba Tseka.

The largest sample Size was regarded as the required sample size that would provide adequate
information on al the indicators (see Appendix B).

It would have been ided to maintain the digtinction in the four ecologicd drata, however for
practica reasons thiswas not possble. Senqu River Vdley and the Mountains were
combined, because having them reported separately, would have required amuch larger
sample to detect differences between the two.
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Table 2.0: Characteristics of the 2000 Kingdom of L esotho EMICS Sampling Frame by District, 1996
DISTRICT URBAN RURAL LESOTHO
Lowlands Foothills Mountains Senqu River Valley
Pop. HHLDS PROP. Pop. HHLDS PROP. Pop. HHLDS  PROP. Pop.  HHLDS PROP. Pop.  HHLDS PROP. Total HHLDS

Butha-Buthe 23,065 4,613 0.012 39,000 7,800 0.021 43,865 8,773 0.024 5,595 1,119 0.003 - - - 111,525 22,305
Leribe 41,880 8,376 0.023 169,545 33,909 0.091 42,970 8,594 0.023 22,040 4,408 0.012 - - - 276,435 55,287
Berea 20,550 4,110 0.011 151,530 30,306 0.081 36,670 7,334 0.020 - - - - - - 208,750 41,750
Maseru 240,715 48,143 0.129 135,860 27,172 0.073 63,410 12,682 0.034 34,345 6,869 0.018 - - - 474,330 94,866
Mafeteng 27,450 5,490 0.015 166,080 33,216 0.089 14,950 2,990 0.008 - - - - - - 208,480 41,696
Mohale's Hoek 25,655 5131 0.014 86,860 17,372  0.047 18,860 3,772 0.010 33,900 6,780 0.018 23,460 4,692 0.013 188,735 37,747
Quthing 12,740 2,548 0.007 - - - - - - 36,545 7,309 0.020 65,445 13,089 0.035 114,730 22,946
Qacha's Nek 5,855 1,171 0.003 - - - - - - 47,930 9,586 0.026 14,185 2,837 0.008 67,970 13,594
Mokhotlong 6,685 1,337 0.004 - - - - - - 80,010 16,002 0.043 - - - 86,695 17,339
Thaba Tseka 5,430 1,086 0.003 - - - - - - 116,865 23,373 0.063 - - - 122,295 24,459
LESOTHO 410,025 82,005 0.220 748,875 149,775 0.403 220,725 44,145 0119 377,230 75,446 0.203 103,090 20,618 0.055 1,859,945 371,989
Notesto Table 2.0
Pop. - Population HHLDS - Number of Households PRORP. - Proportional Distribution of Households
In determining the population of Lesotho by district it was assumed that each household composed of an average of 5 persons.

8
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Two stage cluster sampling was gpplied in sdlecting the sample for the 2000 Lesotho EMICS
exercise, usng an updated sampling frame from the 1996 population census (see Table 2.0).
A number of variables indicators and assumptions were taken into consideration when
determining the sample size for the 2000 Lesotho EMICS. These included:

The number of households by district, both urban and rura

Ecologica congderations were employed in the rural aress

Meades was used as a key indicator

Desgn effect of 2 for most variables

Levd of estimation. In addition to nationd estimates, district estimates for
comparison were required.

The error margins were gpproximately 10 percent for digtrict level data and five
percent for netiond level data.

C OCO0CCOD

Thus, the ecologica stratawere used for the ten digtricts, which were the main domains.
Enumeration areas were the firgt stages of sdecting sampling units on a systematic basis.
Sdection of primary sampling units was from each of the four ecologica zonesin the rurd

and urban areas. The second stage involved a systematic selection of twenty (20) households
to cover the entire selected village of the selected enumeration areas. Consequently, 380
PSUs were identified, from which in each PSU twenty households were sysematicaly
selected, to give an expected sample of 7,600 households.

Table2.1: Planned vs. Actual Samplefor Lesotho MICS

DISTRICT CLUSTERS HOUSEHOLDS PROPORTIONS (%)
Planned  Actual Diff. Panned Actual Diff. Planned*  Actual
Butha-Buthe 23 24 1 460 461 1 6.0 6.2
Leribe 57 57 0 1140 1125 -15 149 151
Berea 43 44 1 860 858 -2 11.2 11.5
Maseru 96 96 0 1920 1842 -78 25.5 24.7
Mafeteng 43 43 0 860 856 -4 11.2 11.5
Mohale' s Hoek 38 38 0 760 730 -30 10.1 9.8
Quthing 23 23 0 460 459 -1 6.2 6.1
Qacha's Nek 14 14 0 280 280 0 3.7 3.7
Mokhotlong 18 18 0 360 360 0 4.7 4.8
Thaba-Tseka 25 25 0 500 499 -1 6.6 6.7
All Digtricts 380 382 2 7600 7470 -130 100.1 100.0
Notesto Table 2.1
Diff. — Difference * - Total not equal to 100 dueto rounding off errors

The systematic sdection of the householdsinvolved a ligting procedure, where dl the
households in the selected village were listed. A systematic sample was to be selected and
interviewed. To achieve thistwo- (2) enumerators were selected and assigned to each village
to undertake the listing of households and were provided with a map or a sketch showing the
boundaries of the areas under congderation.

Once the listing was accomplished the supervisor collected the completed household listing
forms (Form 1 — see Appendix C) and together with the enumerator systemeticaly drew a
sample of twenty (20) households from each sdlected village.
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Table 2.1 describes a consderation of the sample that was planned using the procedure
discussed above and the actua sample that actudly resulted during the field survey. The End-
Decade Multiple Indicator Survey Manual®, identifies several features of proper probability
sampledesgn. Theseae

a Use of accepted probability-sampling methods at every stage of sample selection;

a Sdlection of anationdly representative sample;
a Ensuring fathfulness in fidd implementation to the sample design.
a Ensuring thet the sample Sze is sufficient to achieve rdiability requirements

The foregoing discussion has indicated that the 2000 Lesotho EMICS sample design met
these requirements, with expected deviations®.

2.3 TheQuestionnaires

The questionnaire applied in the 2000 Lesotho EMICS comprised a household questionnaire,
questionnaires were administered in each household for women aged 15 — 49 and children
under agefive. The questionnaires were based on the MICS mode questionnaire with
additiond modules. In dl the following modules and pands condtituted the 2000 Lesotho
EMICS questionnaire”:

a The Household Questionnaire

- Household Information Panel
- Household Ligting Form
= Education Module
- Child Labour Module

Water and Sanitation Module
- SAt lodization Module
= Disability Module

O

ndividual Women Questionnaire

Women's Information Pand

Child Mortdity Module

Tetanus Toxoid (TT) Module

Maternd and Newborn Hedlth Module
Contraceptive Use Module

HIV/AIDS Module

a The Children Under Five Questionnaire

= The Birth Regidration and Early Learning Module
= The Vitamin A Module

= The Breast Feeding Module

= Care of lllnessModule

= Immunisation Module
- Anthropometry Module
3 UNICEF (2000) End-Decade Multiple Indicator Survey Manual: Monitoring Progress Toward the

Goals of the 1990 World Summit for Children. Division of Evaluation, Policy and Planning, New Y ork.
4 See discussion on response ratesin Chapter 3 on “Evaluation of Data Quality”.
° See Appendix One for Complete 2000 Kingdom of Lesotho MICS Questionnaire.
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The questionnaire was trandated into the Sesotho Language. A pretest of the questionnaire

was performed on the 21% of January 2000. It involved two teams of three each supervised by

the Nationa Co-ordinator, EMICS and the MICS Consultant. The pretest was donein Ha
Foso Village of Bereadigtrict, which was sdected for its accessbility to Maseru.
Questionnaires were pretested for questionnaire administration time, key questions were
tested for reliability and consstency and last but not least the logigtics for successful
guestionnaire adminigration were tested. Based on the findings of this pretest, modifications
to the questionnaire were made in respect of the wording and the trandation as well as
indructions to the enumerators amed a ensuring proper questionnaire administration.
Sdlection of the interview households was randomly done.

2.4 Data Collection, Processing and Analysis Procedures

Figure 2.0 describes the overall process of the fiddwork. Fied staff was trained for five days
in early March 2000. As ’E)an of the training a pilot test was conducted for a further five days.
This was between the 13" to the 17" of March 2000. Eighty persons, comprising 65
enumerators and 15 supervisors, were involved. In this exercise, adummy run of the actud
survey was done. Listing and sampling procedures as wdll as the process of questionnaire
adminigration were tested. Supervisors made notes of the issues identified during the pilot
survey and a session was held with the enumerators to correct any shortcomings.
Questionnaire administration time was about Sixty (60) minutes per questionnaire.

Fifteen teams collected data; each comprised of four interviewers, one driver, and supervisor.
The MICS Co-ordinator provided overal supervison. UNICEF Programme Officers and
their GOL counterparts strengthened the overdl supervison. Thefieldwork begun in March
2000 and was concluded in May 2000.

Table2.2: General congraints during data collection

Lack of accommodation near clusters

Shortage of transport

I nadequate maps- names of clusterson ground different from that on maps
Publicity of EMICSon ground poor. Some Chief swere uncooper ative
Some per sonne withdrew in the middle of the survey

Delayed payment of allowances

CO0O000O

Table 2.2 describes some of the congtraints encountered during the fieldwork.

2.5 Data Processing

Data was entered on twenty-two microcomputers using the IMPS Software. Figure 2.1
illustrates the data processing procedures highlighting the main steps taken to ensure qudity
control. All the questionnaires were double entered and internal consistency checks were
performed. Procedures and standard programs devel oped under MICS and adapted to the
Lesotho questionnaire were gpplied. Data processing began in July 2000 and was completed
in October 2000. Data entry was accomplished through the IMPS software. Customised
applications were included within the software that performed range and consistency checks.

May 28, 2002
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2.6 Data Analysis

Data anadlyss was undertaken using the Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) verson
10.0, MS Excd and ISSA version 5.2. Figure 2.2 illustrates the main stages that comprised
the data analys's phase prior to drafting of the preliminary report. The entered data was
verified, secondary edited and concatenated to create global nationd files for households,
eligible women, and children under five. These were imported into SPSS usng READ
Applications, four files were created, namely the household informetion file, the household
liging file, the women' sfile and the children’sfile. These new files were labelled and further
variables that were needed for the analysis phase were created viathe MAKE and TABLE
Applications. Appendix G providesalist of variables created. The resulting four analys's
files corresponded to the four units of analyss that were the focus of the 2000 Lesotho
EMICS. Thesewere:

Q The Household Andlyss File (HH.SAV)

a The Household Members (Ligting) File (HL.SAV)
Q The Women'sFile (WM.SAV)

Q The Children Under Five File (CH.SAV)

Figure 2.3 describes the personnel involved in data analysis.

2.7 Organisational Structure

The fieldwork, data processing, data analysis and report dissemination was carried out within
an organisational structure described by Figure 2.3. Personnel who formed the entities
described in this structure are documented in Appendices D, E, and F.

2.8 Constraints

The 2000 Lesotho EMICS faced a number of challenges that caused it to surpass its origina
planned timeframe. Data collection was hampered by lack of transportation in afew of the
digtricts. Data entry had to be put on hold for over a month so that the 2000 Lesotho EMICS
could benefit from the insights provided at the MICS Data Processing Workshop in Nairobi.
Thiswas aworthwhile dday asit strengthened the mechanisms for ensuring data integyrity.

In the data processing phase, one of the main chalenges was the lack of trangportation that
would have enabled the secondary editing and subsequent phases to be undertaken on time.
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Figure 2.2: Preparation of AnalysisFiles
Run ALLCLUST.BAT
1 CONCATENATE Output:
« HH.BCH
CLUSTERFILES e
« WM.BCH
e CHZSCORE.DAT

Use READ SPSS Applications
* READHH.SPS

CONVERT + READHL.SPS
IMPSBATCH FILES Eag\gﬁﬂéﬁgs
2 TO SPSSFILES o
(Generated SPSS Files « HH.SAV
Correspond to + HL.SAV
A Unit of Analysis) + WM.SAV
s CH.SAV

Use LABEL SPSS Applications
e LABELHH.SPS
e LABELHL.SPS

CREATE ANALYSIS *+ LABELWM.SPS
* LABELCH.SPS
FILES Use MAKE SPSS Applications

* MAKEHL.SPS
* MAKEWM.SPS

* Add Labels + MAKECH.SPS
3 « Add Variables To Add Weights
» Create Variables + Run WGTTAB.SPS

e Recode Variables ¢ Complete WEIGHTS.XLS Spreadsheet
«  Check for Inconsistencies/Mismatches EL?BEXYD%}V%"JESNS?S
+ Add Weights Output - AnalysisFiles:
HH.SAV
HL.SAV
WM.SAV
CH.SAV

* reE R

15
May 28, 2002



Chapter Two — Sample and Survey Methodology

Supervisors

1909919

v

Supervisors l ¢ Supervisors E

Supervisors

Figure 2.3: Organizational Structure for Data Collection, Processing
and Analysis
UNICEF L GOVERNMENT OF LESOTHO
STEERING COMMITTEEE (Bureau of Statistics)
T J TASK FORCE ; z
i m e m o= 20 K~ E
NATIONAL MICS __ngs_ul_ta_ti_og_g Programmer/Analyst
COORDINATOR Feedback 2 (Bureau of Statistics)
- - - - - - - - - - - - - ’ .
1 Support Supervisors :
V é?’..00"."000000‘..?000000EQ"'QQQOOQ'."OOOQQ Q..?QQQQQOQQ."QOé
Field .. ¥ e, Field | ......0 v . ...

L3 L] o
Ld L

LX) QQt

L]

Enumerators

190991

v

Data Entry
Clerks

Enumerators

RAEEER]

Data Collection

'ooccnlofvccooooﬂ

Enumerators

Data Entry
Clerks

ceeeeces

: DataEntry : DataEntry
: Clerks Clerks

Yr¥YVYIY)

Joroooonccr

Data Processing & Analysis

~¢ooooooonJcroooc
—

Enumer ator S

May 28, 2002

16



End Decade Multiple I ndicator Cluster Survey — Draft Preliminary Report

2.9 Characteristics of the Respondents

Information on the characterigtics of the household population and the survey respondentsis
provided to assigt in the interpretation of the survey findings and to serve as abasic check on
the sample implementation. Table 2.3 below describes the sample population for the 2000
Lesotho EMICS in terms of its location, household size, and age/gender distinction.

Table2.3: Per cent disribution of households by background char acteristics,

L esotho, 2000
CHARACTERISTICS AREA TOTAL
Urban Rural
Region Lowland 915 51.5 61.3
Foathill A 14.7 11.1
Mountain 8.2 27.1 225
Senqu Valey 2 6.7 51
District Butha-Buthe 44 6.8 6.2
Leribe 10.1 16.7 15.1
Berea 4.8 13.7 115
Maseru 57.6 13.9 24.7
Mafeteng 6.6 13.0 115
Mohale's Hoek 1.7 105 9.8
Quthing 2.7 7.3 6.1
Qacha's Nek 11 4.6 3.7
Mokhotlong 2.3 5.6 4.8
Thaba-Tseka 2.8 8.0 6.7
Number of Household 1 14.8 10.6 11.6
Members 2-3 325 26.3 27.8
4-5 314 30.1 30.4
6-7 15.4 20.1 19.0
89 4.2 9.4 8.1
10+ 1.8 34 3.0
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0
Number 1821 5593 7414
At least one child age < 17 66.3 75.4 731
At least one child age <5 33.9 43.3 41.0
At least one woman age 15-49 74.9 711 72.0
Number 1818 5583 7401
Notesto Table2.3:

Missing valuesin this Table equal 57 households. Thisis 0.8 percent of thetotal number households.

As expected mgority of the households that appear in this sample, at 61.3 percent, were
located in the lowlands. Of the households interviewed, 1821 were urban and 5593 were
rurd. Mgority of the households comprised between 2-5 members — 58.2 percent.
Approximately 73 percent of the households had at least one child below age 17 years, 41
percent with at least one child under five years of age, and 72.0 percent of the interviewed
households comprised at least one digible woman.
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Table 2.4: Per cent distribution of women 15-49 by backaround char acteristics,

L esotho, 2000
CHARACTERISTIC Per cent Number of Eligible Women
Region Lowland 60.1 4052
Foathill 11.0 739
Mountain 239 1609
Senqu Valey 5.0 338
Digtrict Butha-Buthe 6.6 a47
Leribe 14.7 993
Berea 11.9 805
Maseru 234 1580
Mafeteng 11.7 790
Mohale's Hoek 8.2 553
Quthing 7.0 472
Qacha's Nek 35 239
Mokhotlong 55 371
Thaba-Tseka 7.2 488
Area Urban 25.4 1712
Rural 74.6 5026
Age 15-19 21.0 1413
20-24 20.6 1384
25-29 15.2 1024
30-34 11.9 798
35-39 12.8 860
40-44 10.3 693
45-49 8.2 552
Marita Status Never Married 317 2137
Married/in union 56.1 3779
Separated 4.9 330
Divorced 11 72
Widowed 6.3 423
Ever given birth Yes 69.9 4709
No 30.1 2032
Woman's education level Primary 4.5 301
Secondary/High 924 6230
Higher/Tertiary 2.7 183
Non-standard curriculum A 4
Vocational Nl 8
Missing/DK 2 15
Total 100.0 6741

Table 2.4 describes the women age 15-49 in respect of their educationa levels, their location
and whether they have ever given birth. In terms of educationa levels, over 90 percent of the
eligible women interviewed had secondary education. Approximately 69.9 percent of them
had given birth a one time before the 2000 Lesotho EMICS. Fifty Sx percent of them were
married, while 31.7 percent were never married. About 25.4 percent of them were urban,
while 74.6 percent were rural based.
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Table2.5: Per cent digtribution of children under 5 by background char acteristics,

L esotho, 2000
CHARACTERISTIC Per cent Number
Sex Mde 50.0 1867
Femde 50.0 1867
Region Lowland 55.5 2074
Foothill 12.2 456
Mountain 26.6 9
Senqu Valey 5.6 210
District Butha-Buthe 5.8 217
Leribe 16.3 609
Berea 12.1 453
Maseru 20.1 750
Mafeteng 109 408
Mohale's Hoek 8.6 321
Quthing 6.7 252
Qacha's Nek 4.0 150
Mokhotlong 6.9 257
Thaba-Tseka 8.5 317
Area Urban 19.2 717
Rural 80.8 3017
Age < 6 months 9.9 369
6-11 months 11.0 411
12-23 months 20.4 762
24-35 months 21.7 810
36-47 months 19.1 711
48-59 months 17.8 665
Mother's education level None 6.6 246
Primary 66.1 2471
Secondary 27.2 1018
Non-standard curriculum 1 2
Total 100.0 3737

Table 2.5 describes the under five children who comprised the 2000 Lesotho EMICS.
Approximately 80.8 percent of them came from rural areas as compared to 19.2 percent
urban. Mgjority of their mothers/caretakers had received primary level education — 66.1
percent. About 55.5 percent were found in the lowlands. Maseru had 20.1 percent of the
under five children who comprised the 2000 Lesotho EMICS sample. It had the largest share

amongst the didtricts.
2.10 Other Issues

The 2000 Lesotho EMICS isthefirgt survey that has made attempts to make estimates in
respect of the child labour Situation. It will therefore, provide good basis information in that
respect. With thisdatait will be possibleto look at the child survival differentias because the
survey dready has covered a number of important socid indicatorsin this regard.
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3 Evaluation of the Data Quality

Two types of errors usudly affect the quaity of data collected and hence the estimates
derived from the survey sample data, viz.:

a Non-sampling Errors
a Sampling Errors

An evauation of the data qudity for the 2000 Lesotho EMICS will involve a description of
the non-sampling errors and the measures undertaken to mitigate these. Secondly, an
evauation of sampling errorsis undertaken for selected varigbles. Thirdly, and analyss of

the response rates, the reasons for the response rates status and an andysis of key variablesin
respect of the proportions of missing data was dore.

3.1 Non-sampling Errors

Non-sampling errors result from mistakes during the implementation of data collection and
data processing. Thisinclude failure to locate and interview the correct households,
misunderstanding of the questions on the part of the interviewer or interviewee (respondent),
and data entry errors.

During the 2000 Kingdom of Lesotho MICS exercise a number of measures were
incorporated in the data collection and processing procedures to minimise the effect of non-
sampling errors, which are impossible to avoid and difficult to evauate satisticaly. These
included:

a Training of Enumerators

a Conducting of a Pilot Survey

a Field and Office Editing Procedures

a Documentation of the Data Handling and Management Procedures

a Double Entry of Collected Data

a 100 percent verification of data

3.

2 Sampling Errors

Sampling errors on the other hand can be evauated etisticaly. Consider the fact that the
2000 Kingdom of Lesotho MICS Sampleis only one of the many possible samplesthat could
have been chosen using the same sample design and expected size. Sampling errorsin this
regard are ameasure of the variability between al possible samples.

These sampling errors are usudly measured in terms of the standard errors for a particular
datistic (mean, percentage, etc.), which is the square root of the variance. The standard error
can be used to determine the confidence intervals within which the true vaue for the
population can be reasonably assumed to fal. Table 3.0 documents the variables for which
sampling errors would be estimated and their base populations.

May 28, 2002
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Table3.0: List of sdected variablesfor sampling errors, L esotho, 2000

VARIABLE DESCRIPTION BASE POPULATION
Women with no education Proportion Eligible women age 15-49
With secondary or higher education Proportion Eligible women age 15-49
Currently married or in union Proportion Eligible women age 15-49
Children ever born M ean Eligible women age 15-49
Currently using any contraceptive method Proportion Eligible women age 15-49
Currently using modern contraceptive method Proportion Eligible women age 15-49
Vitamin A Supplementation Proportion Children 6-59 months
Fully immunised Proportion Children 12-23 months
Weight for height (wasting) Proportion Children under five years
Height for age (stunting) Proportion Children under five years
Weight for age (underweight) Proportion Children under five years

3.3 Response Rates

Table 3.1 shows the response rates for the 2000 Lesotho EMICS, which go to discuss the
completeness of reporting of the 2000 Lesotho EMICS. Overdl the household response rate
is about 99.7 percent, the eligible women's response rate is 93.6 percent, and that of under
five children is98.0 percent. Thisare higher than the 90 percent response rates normally
expected from surveys smilar to the 2000 Lesotho EMICS. In respect of the households, the
planned sample was to sdect and interview 7,600 households. Based on this planned figure
the response rate would be adightly lower 97.4 percent, but ill higher than the base 90
percent for smilar surveys. One can therefore conclude that the 2000 Lesotho EMICS had a
good response rate and its results would be, dl things considered, reliable.

Table 3.1 Number of households and women, and response rates, L esotho, 2000

CHARACTERISTIC DISTRICT TOTAL
Butha- Leribe Berea Maseru Mafeten Mohale' Quthing Qacha'sMokhotl Thaba-
Buthe g s Hoek Nek ong Tseka

Sampled households 461 1125 858 1842 856 730 459 280 360 49 7471

Occupied households 461 1122 857 1828 853 702 459 280 360 499 7422

Completed households 459 1120 856 1813 853 701 459 280 360 498 7399

Household response 96 98 999 992 1000 99 1000 1000 1000 998 997
rate

Eligible women 464 1048 842 1748 804 674 475 265 373 511 7204
[ nterviewed women 447 992 811 1578 790 564 472 236 368 488 6746
Women responserate 96.3 947 963 903 983 837 994 891 987 955 936
Children under 5 218 623 459 773 415 343 253 156 257 331 3828

Interviewed children 218 615 45 751 406 328 253 151 255 319 3751
under 5

Child responserate 1000 987 991 972 97.8 96 1000 968 9.2 %4 980

Figure 3.0 describes the single year age distribution of the sample for the 2000 Lesotho
EMICS. It shows the enumeration pattern amongst the sexes across the various ages that
comprised the 2000 Lesotho EMICS.

Tables 3.2 and 3.4 describe the percentage of cases with missing information for sdlected
guestions and children under-five whose height or weight measurements are missing, the
percentages seen are small.

21
May 28, 2002



Chapter 3— Evaluation of Data Quality

Figure3.0:  Singleyear agedistribution by sex, L esotho, 2000°

6 In Figure 3.0, the age 70+ is an aggregation of all household members who are aged 70 years and above.
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I —
Table3.2: Per cent of cases missing infor mation for selected questions, L esotho, 2000
Selected Question Per cent missing Number

Level of education 0 23511
Y ear of education 0 23484
Number of hours worked 0 735

Complete birth date for eligible women .0 6500
Date of last tetanus Toxoid injection .0 125

Ever been tested for HIV 0 5572
Complete birth date children under 5 0 3602
Diarrhoeain last 2 weeks 0 3602
Weight T 3602
Height 3 3602

Table3.3: Per cent of under-5 children with missing height or weight, L esotho, 2000’

CHARACTERISTIC Missing height or weight No. of children
Sex Male 9 1867
Female 9 1867
Region Lowland 10 2074
Foothill 2 456
Mountain 11 994
Senqu Valley 0 210
District Butha-Buthe 9 217
Leribe 10 609
Berea 13 453
Maseru 8 750
Mafeteng 7 403
Mohale's Hoek 6 321
Quthing 8 252
Qacha's Nek N4 150
Mokhotlong 8 257
Thaba-Tseka 9 317
Area Urban 11 717
Rural 8 3017
Age < 6 months 8 369
6-11 months 7 411
12-23 months 20 762
24-35 months 9 810
36-47 months 4 711
48-59 months 3 665
Mother's None 4 246
education level Primary 8 2471
Secondary 11 1018
Non-standard curriculum 0 2
Total 9 3737

Some parent’ s declined to have their children measured because the children were deeping, or
they wereill, or for cultura reasonsthat only dead people lie on boards. Some children
declined to be measured and ran away.

7 World Summit for Children Goa => Number 3, 9, 26
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4 Resaults

The results of the 2000 Lesotho EMICS as described in the foregoing sections are
documented in this section of the report.

4.1 Primary School Attendance

Universa access to basic education and the achievement of primary education by the world's
children is one of the most important goas of the World Summit for Children. Educationisa
vitd prerequisite for combating poverty, empowering women, protecting children from
hazardous and exploitative labour and sexua exploitation, promoting human rights and
democracy, protecting the environment, and influencing population growth.

Table4.0: Per centage of children of primary school age attending primary schooal,
L esotho, 2000°

CHARACTERISTIC SEX TOTAL
Mde Femde
Attending Number  Attending  Number Attending Number
Region Lowland 66.8 1724 71.9 1586 69.2 3310
Foothill 554 34 61.8 338 58.5 692
Mountain 55.0 717 62.1 770 58.6 1487
Senqu Valey 57.8 173 70.8 171 64.2 344
Area  Urban 68.8 565 72.3 541 70.5 1106
Rura 60.5 2403 67.0 2324 63.7 4727
Didrict Butha-Buthe 63.5 189 71.3 171 67.2 360
Leribe 68.3 400 71.7 371 69.9 771
Berea 64.7 391 66.6 350 65.6 741
Maseru 65.7 612 69.1 601 67.4 1213
Mafeteng 58.3 403 71.5 355 64.5 758
Mohale's Hoek 57.9 285 64.3 269 61.0 554
Quthing 62.7 201 68.3 218 65.6 419
Qacha's Nek 72.3 112 69.7 109 71.0 221
Mokhotlong 47.7 149 64.7 173 56.8 322
Thaba-Tseka 51.3 226 59.7 248 55.7 474
Age 6 17.3 421 19.4 422 18.4 843
7 43.7 371 48.8 379 46.3 750
8 62.2 373 73.7 388 68.1 761
9 73.2 380 77.0 352 75.0 732
10 734 553 84.8 500 78.8 1053
11 79.1 401 83.9 373 814 774
12 79.7 469 85.8 451 82.7 920
Total 62.1 2968 68.0 2865 65.0 5833
8 World Summit for Children Goal => Number 6
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Overdl, 65 percent of primary school age children in Lesotho are attending primary school as
shown in Table 4.0. More girls attend school than boys— 68.0 percent and 62.1 percent
respectively. In urban areas 70.5 percent attend primary school as compared to 63.7 percent
inthe rurd areas. Acrossthe digtricts, Qacha s Nek has the highest overdl attendance at 71.0
percent, while Thaba-Tseka has the lowest attendance rate at 55.7 percent. These attendance
rates are highest in the lowlands as compared to the Foothills posting 69.2 and 58.5 percent

respectively.

Table4.1: Per centage of children entering first grade of primary school who
eventually reach grade 5, L esotho, 2000°

CHARACTERISTIC Gradel Grade?2 Grade3 Grade4 Percent who reach
reaching reaching reaching reaching grade5 of thosewho
grade2 grade3 grade4 grade5 enter grade 1'°

Sex Male 935 94.7 92.0 92.0 75.0

Femde 95.2 94.7 92.9 93.9 78.6

District  Butha-Buthe 932 89.8 884 89.7 66.4

Leribe 96.0 95.1 93.3 95.5 813
Berea 91.9 9.7 88.7 934 70.5
Maseru a7 96.1 9.7 918 774
Mafeteng 92.3 96.5 91.7 935 76.4
Mohale’ s Hoek 92.8 922 93.7 934 74.9
Quthing 954 91.7 89.8 90.0 70.7
Qacha’ s Nek 94.6 975 96.9 96.3 86.0
Mokhotlong - 95.7 97.1 92.0 -
Thaba-Tseka 96.7 97.3 - 974 -
Area Urban 93.1 97.2 95.0 94.8 815
Rura 94.6 4.1 91.8 92.6 75.6
TOTAL 94.3 94.7 92.4 93.0 76.8

Table 4.1 determines the cumulative probability that achild entering first grade will

eventudly reach fifth grade. From Table 4.1, we seethat overdl 76.8 percent of the children
who enter first grade in primary school eventually reach grade 5. However, there are
disparities across the sexes, digtrict and areadivide. For instance, 75.0 percent of male
children who enter first grade eventually reach fifth grade compared to 78.6 percent for the
femae. Inthedidrictsthisrangesfrom alow of 70.5 percent in Bereato 86.0 percent in
Qacha sNek. The urban rate at 81.5 percent is higher than the 75.6 percent achieved in the
rural aress.
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10 This percentage is cal cul ated as the product of four probabilities. The probability that a child graduates
from first grade and enters second grade, probability that a child graduates from second grade and enters third
grade, probability that a child graduates from third grade and enters fourth grade, and the probability that a child
graduates from fourth grade and entersfifth grade.

To calculate the first probability, the number of children in second grade at the time of the survey
(ED20 = 2, 02) and who werein first grade last year (ED22 = 2, 01) are divided by the number of children who
wereinfirst gradelast year (ED22 = 2, 01) and graduated to second grade (ED20 = 2, 02) or dropped out of
sch