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CEN80 WHO90

Original denomination Urban Rural Total Original denomination Urban Rural Total
73.6 15.8

Household Connection House connections 73.6 15.8 House connections
Piped water into dwelling Piped water into dwelling
Piped water to yard/plot Piped water to yard/plot
Public tap, standpipe Public tap, standpipe
Other Other

Easy access (Facíl acceso - transport from pipes/ irrig. ditch (fuentes o tomas) 200-300m from the house)*19.4 23.4
Protected ground water Protected ground water
Unprotected ground water Unprotected ground water
Protected wells or springs Protected wells or springs

Private Private
Public Public
Other Other

Unprotected wells or springs Unprotected wells or springs
Private Private
Public Public
Other Other

All wells All wells
Private Private
Public Public
Other Other

Tubewell, borehole Tubewell, borehole
Private Private
Public Public
Other Other

Traditional wells Traditional wells
Private Private
Public Public
Other Other

Protected well Protected well
Private Private
Public Public
Other Other

Unprotected well Unprotected well
Private Private
Public Public
Other Other

All springs All springs
Private Private
Public Public
Other Other

Protected spring Protected spring
Private Private
Public Public
Other Other

Unprotected spring Unprotected spring
Private Private
Public Public
Other Other

Covered cistern/tank Covered cistern/tank
Uncovered cistern/tank Uncovered cistern/tank

with other improved with other improved
without other improved without other improved

River River
Lake Lake
Dam Dam
Pond Pond
Stream Stream
Irrigation channel Irrigation channel
Other Other

Other Other
Other Other

7.0 28.6 Total population unserved
Cart with small tank/drum Cart with small tank/drum

Tanker (Servicio público - public or commercial vehicles transport water to houses)Tanker truck provided 7.0 28.6 Tanker truck provided
Other Other
Other Other

Not specified 0.0 32.2
100.0 100.0

18.1 16.1

92% 32%
74% 16%

Used for the estimates : Yes Yes Used for the estimates : No No
Used for the estimates : Yes Yes Used for the estimates : No No

100% 100%

6631.2 3062.73 Number of people covered by the survey:
Number of households covered by the survey:

Total population:

Comments

Protect. well & spring / well & spring

Access to improved drinking water sources :
Access to house connections :

Ratios

HC / Tap water
Public tap / Tap water
Tubewell + protected well / All wells
Protected wells / Traditional wells
Tubewell / All wells
Protected springs / All springs

Estimations

Calculations

Other improved sources

Other non-improved

DK/missing
Total

Ground water

Rainwater

Bottled water

Surface water

Access to drinking water sources
Cuba

1990
The International Drinking Water Supply and Sanitation Decade

End of Decade Review (as at December 1990).  WHO1992.

Number of people covered by the census:
Number of households covered by the census:

Total population:

Comments * "Easy access" category is not clear whether it is improved/ 
umimproved, so this census is not used to calculate the estimates.

Protect. well & spring / well & spring

Access to improved drinking water sources :
Access to house connections :

Ratios

HC / Tap water
Public tap / Tap water
Tubewell + protected well / All wells
Protected wells / Traditional wells
Tubewell / All wells
Protected springs / All springs

Estimations

Improved groundwater, based on MICS00

DK/missing
Total

Calculations

Bottled water

Surface water

Other improved sources

Other non-improved

Classification
Tap water

Ground water

Rainwater

Access to drinking water sources
Cuba

1980
National Census 
as recorded in the Global Water Supply and Sanitation Assessment 2000.  
Water Supply and Sanitation Questionnaire - 1999. 

Classification
Tap water

cuba Tables_W March 2010



JMP99 MICS00

Original denomination Urban Rural Total Original denomination Urban Rural Total
83.8 41.3 83.1 47.2 73.9

Population served with household 
connection House connections 83.8 41.3 House connections 81.1 45.9 72.1

Piped water into dwelling Tuberia hasta vivienda Piped water into dwelling 73.2 29.6 62.1
Piped water to yard/plot Tuberia hasta patio o lote Piped water to yard/plot 7.9 16.3 10.0
Public tap, standpipe Grifo publico Public tap, standpipe 2.0 1.3 1.8
Other Other

14.8 40.7 12.4 43.3 20.4
Population without household connection 
but with reasonable access to a public Protected ground water 14.8 40.7 Protected ground water 11.6 29.8 16.3

Unprotected ground water Unprotected ground water 0.8 13.5 4.1
Protected wells or springs Pozo o manantial protegido Protected wells or springs 3.4 11.9 5.6

Private Private
Public Public
Other Other

Unprotected wells or springs Pozo o manantial sin proteger Unprotected wells or springs 0.8 13.5 4.1
Private Private
Public Public
Other Other

All wells All wells 8.2 17.9 10.7
Private Private
Public Public
Other Other

Tubewell, borehole Pozo con tuberia/ con bomba Tubewell, borehole 8.2 17.9 10.7
Private Private
Public Public
Other Other

Traditional wells Traditional wells
Private Private
Public Public
Other Other

Protected well Protected well
Private Private
Public Public
Other Other

Unprotected well Unprotected well
Private Private
Public Public
Other Other

All springs All springs
Private Private
Public Public
Other Other

Protected spring Protected spring
Private Private
Public Public
Other Other

Unprotected spring Unprotected spring
Private Private
Public Public
Other Other

0.2 0.7 0.3
Covered cistern/tank Recollecion de agua pluvia Covered cistern/tank 0.2 0.7 0.3
Uncovered cistern/tank Uncovered cistern/tank

0.3 0.2 0.3
with other improved with other improved
without other improved Agua embotelada without other improved 0.3 0.2 0.3

Charca/estanque, rio o arroyo 0.2 2.1 0.7
River River
Lake Lake
Dam Dam
Pond Pond
Stream Stream
Irrigation channel Irrigation channel
Other Other

Other Other
Other Other

Total population unserved 1.3 18.0 3.7 6.5 4.4
Cart with small tank/drum Cart with small tank/drum
Tanker truck provided Camiontanque, vendedor Tanker truck provided 3.4 6.1 4.1
Other Otra Other 0.3 0.4 0.3
Other Other

100.0 100.0 99.9 100.0 100.0

99% 82% 95% 78% 91%
84% 41% 81% 46% 72%

Used for the estimates : No No Used for the estimates : Yes Yes
Used for the estimates : No No Used for the estimates : Yes Yes

100% 100% 98% 97%
2% 3%

100% 100%

94% 69%

8342.7 2575.7

Number of people covered by the survey:

Estimations

Number of households covered by the survey:

Access to improved drinking water sources :
Access to house connections :

Tubewell + protected well / All wells
Protected wells / Traditional wells
Tubewell / All wells
Protected springs / All springs

Total population:

Comments

Protect. well & spring / well & spring

Ratios

HC / Tap water
Public tap / Tap water

DK/missing
Total

Calculations

Bottled water

Surface water

Other improved sources

Other non-improved

Classification
Tap water

Ground water

Rainwater

Access to drinking water sources
Cuba

2000
Demographic and Health Survey

Informe preliminar

Access to improved drinking water sources :
Access to house connections :

Public tap / Tap water

Ratios
Tubewell / All wells

Number of households covered by the survey:
Total population:

Comments

Number of people covered by the survey:

Protect. well & spring / well & spring
Protected springs / All springs

Estimations

HC / Tap water

Tubewell + protected well / All wells
Protected wells / Traditional wells

DK/missing
Total

Calculations

Bottled water

Surface water

Other improved sources

Other non-improved

Classification
Tap water

Ground water

Rainwater

Access to drinking water sources
Cuba

1998
Global Water Supply and Sanitation Assessment 2000.  
Water Supply and Sanitation Sector Questionnaire - 1999.  Form 6 sent to 
WHO.
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WHO01 INRH07

Original denomination Urban Rural Total Original denomination Urban Rural Total
85.0 42.0 88.2 41.2

x House connections 85.0 42.0 Conexion domiciliara House connections 88.2 41.2
Piped water into dwelling Piped water into dwelling
Piped water to yard/plot Piped water to yard/plot
Public tap, standpipe Public tap, standpipe
Other Other

Facil accesso 7.8 35.5
Protected ground water Protected ground water
Unprotected ground water Unprotected ground water
Protected wells or springs Protected wells or springs

Private Private
Public Public
Other Other

Unprotected wells or springs Unprotected wells or springs
Private Private
Public Public
Other Other

All wells All wells
Private Private
Public Public
Other Other

Tubewell, borehole Tubewell, borehole
Private Private
Public Public
Other Other

Traditional wells Traditional wells
Private Private
Public Public
Other Other

Protected well Protected well
Private Private
Public Public
Other Other

Unprotected well Unprotected well
Private Private
Public Public
Other Other

All springs All springs
Private Private
Public Public
Other Other

Protected spring Protected spring
Private Private
Public Public
Other Other

Unprotected spring Unprotected spring
Private Private
Public Public
Other Other

Covered cistern/tank Covered cistern/tank
Uncovered cistern/tank Uncovered cistern/tank

with other improved with other improved
without other improved without other improved

River River
Lake Lake
Dam Dam
Pond Pond
Stream Stream
Irrigation channel Irrigation channel
Other Other

Other Other
Other Other

2.9 10.8
Cart with small tank/drum Cart with small tank/drum
Tanker truck provided Servicio publico Tanker truck provided 2.9 10.8
Other Other
Other Other

85.0 42.0 98.9 87.5

7.3 24.4

95% 66%
85% 42% 88% 41%

Used for the estimates : No No Used for the estimates : No No
Used for the estimates : No No Used for the estimates : No No

100% 100% 100% 100%

Number of people covered by the survey:
Number of households covered by the survey:

Access to improved drinking water sources :
Access to house connections :

Tubewell + protected well / All wells
Protected wells / Traditional wells
Tubewell / All wells
Protected springs / All springs

Total population:

Comments

Protect. well & spring / well & spring

Ratios

HC / Tap water
Public tap / Tap water

Estimations

DK/missing
Total

Calculations

Access to improved drinking water sources :
Access to house connections :

Public tap / Tap water

Ratios
Tubewell / All wells

Number of households covered by the survey:
Total population:

Comments

Number of people covered by the survey:

Protect. well & spring / well & spring
Protected springs / All springs

Estimations

Improved groundwater, based on MICS00

HC / Tap water

Tubewell + protected well / All wells
Protected wells / Traditional wells

DK/missing
Total

Calculations

Other improved sources

Other non-improved

Classification
Tap water

Ground water

Rainwater

Instituto Nacional de Recurso Hidraulicos

Bottled water

Surface water

Revision of world health statistics

World health report, WHO 2003

Access to drinking water sources
Cuba

2001

Cuba

2007

Ground water

Other non-improved

Rainwater

Bottled water

Surface water

Other improved sources

Classification
Tap water

Access to drinking water sources
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MICS06

Original denomination Urban Rural Total
82.6 51.2 74.7

House connections 80.8 49.8 73.0
Tuberai al hogar Piped water into dwelling 70.8 30.3 60.6
Tuberia en el patio/parcela Piped water to yard/plot 10.0 19.5 12.4
Llave publica Public tap, standpipe 1.8 1.4 1.7

Other
13.3 39.5 19.9

Protected ground water 12.3 30.1 16.8
Unprotected ground water 1.0 9.4 3.1
Protected wells or springs 12.3 30.1 16.8

Private
Public 7.0 20.0 10.3
Other 0.1 0.1 0.1

Unprotected wells or springs 1.0 9.4 3.1
Private
Public 1.0 7.8 2.7
Other 0.0 1.6 0.4

All wells 8.1 29.5 13.5
Private
Public 8.0 27.8 13.0
Other 0.1 1.7 0.5

Tubewell, borehole
Private
Public
Other

Traditional wells 8.1 29.5 13.5
Private
Public 8.0 27.8 13.0
Other 0.1 1.7 0.5

Protected well 7.1 20.1 10.4
Private

Pozo protegido Public 7.0 20.0 10.3
Arroyo protegido Other 0.1 0.1 0.1

Unprotected well 1.0 9.4 3.1
Private

Pozo sin protego Public 1.0 7.8 2.7
Arroyo sin protego Other 0.0 1.6 0.4

All springs 5.2 10.0 6.4
Private
Public
Other

Manantial/Noria Protected spring 5.2 10.0 6.4
Private
Public
Other

Unprotected spring
Private
Public
Other

0.0 0.1 0.1
Collection the agua lluvia Covered cistern/tank 0.0 0.1 0.1

Uncovered cistern/tank
0.2 0.0 0.1

Agua embasada with other improved 0.2 0.0 0.1
Agua embasada without other improved 0.0 0.0 0.0
Agua de surperficie 0.2 2.0 0.7

River
Lake
Dam
Pond
Stream
Irrigation channel
Other

Other
Other

3.8 6.9 4.6
Carro con sifon Cart with small tank/drum 0.6 1.7 0.9
Camion Tanker truck provided 2.7 4.9 3.3
Otro Other 0.5 0.3 0.4

Other

100.1 99.7 100.1

95% 81% 92%
81% 50% 73%

Used for the estimates : Yes Yes
Used for the estimates : Yes Yes

98% 97%
2% 3%

88% 68%

100% 100%
92% 76%

Access to improved drinking water sources :
Access to house connections :

Public tap / Tap water

Ratios
Tubewell / All wells

Number of households covered by the survey:
Total population:

Comments

Number of people covered by the survey:

Protect. well & spring / well & spring
Protected springs / All springs

Estimations

HC / Tap water

Tubewell + protected well / All wells
Protected wells / Traditional wells

Other non-improved

DK/missing
Total

Calculations

Tap water

Access to drinking water sources
Cuba

2006
Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey

Ground water

Rainwater

Bottled water

Surface water

Other improved sources

Classification
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Source Code Year Used Not 
used Used Not 

used Used Not 
used Used Not 

used
National Census CEN80 1980 73.6 91.7 15.8 31.9
The International Drinking Water Supply and Sanitation Decade WHO90 1990
Global Water Supply and Sanitation Assessment 2000.  JMP99 1998 83.8 98.7 41.3 82.0
Demographic and Health Survey MICS00 2000 81.1 94.9 45.9 77.7
Revision of world health statistics WHO01 2001 85.0 42.0
Instituto Nacional de Recurso Hidraulicos INRH07 2007 88.2 95.5 41.2 65.6
Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey MICS06 2006 80.8 95.1 49.8 81.4

Cuba House 
connection

DRINKING WATER
URBAN RURAL

Total TotalHouse 
connection

cuba GraphData March 2010
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Cuba  - urban -
Use of improved drinking water sources
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Year Total HC

1990 93% 77%

1995 94% 78%

2000 95% 80%

2005 95% 81%

2008 96% 82%

Estimated coverage 
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Cuba  - rural -
Use of improved drinking water sources
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1990 53% 30%

1995 63% 37%

2000 73% 44%

2005 83% 50%

2008 89% 54%

Estimated coverage 



Drinking Water

1990 2008 1990 2008 1990 2008
Piped into premises 77 82 30 54 64 75
Other improved source 16 14 23 35 18 19
Unimproved source 7 4 47 11 18 6

1990 2008 1990 2008 1990 2008
Population  (x1000) 7,767 8,475 2,820 2,729 10,587 11,205

Rural Total

Source: UN / Population Division, 2008

Cuba

Total (%)

Source: WHO/UNICEF JMP, 2010

Cuba Urban (%) Rural (%)
Drinking water coverage estimates

Urban
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Urban drinking water trends
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Rural drinking water trends

19
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Total drinking water trends
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