FROM THE EXECUTIVE OFFICE
CF/EXD/2009-002

26 February 2009

FOR ACTION
To: 

Representatives
Deputy Representatives
From:

Ann M. Veneman 



Executive Director


Subject: 
Multiple Indicator Cluster Surveys (MICS) – Fourth Round
UNICEF places a high priority on the availability of recent and reliable information with which to monitor the situation of children and women, as outlined in MTSP Focus Area 5.  Statistically sound and internationally comparable data are essential for developing evidence-based policies and programmes, as well as for monitoring countries’ progress toward national goals and global commitments, including the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). Today, there is even greater need for up-to-date, high quality data to reflect the scaling-up of key maternal, newborn and child survival and health interventions and the related MDG indicators as we approach 2015.
As part of the global effort to increase the availability of high quality data, UNICEF is committed to work with countries to increase the frequency of data collection through the Multiple Indicator Cluster Surveys (MICS) from every 5 years to every 3 years, with the next round of surveys scheduled to take place in 2009-2010.  We will therefore need to identify by mid - 2009, those countries that will participate in the next round of MICS. 
To this end, Representatives are requested to undertake with their government counterparts a review of data sources used to monitor national development goals and major global commitments in order to determine whether there is a need to conduct a full or partial MICS to fill any critical data gaps.  Regional Offices and/or New York HQ will provide advice in these assessments as needed.
As in previous years, the main source of funding for these surveys should come from national sources and/or UNICEF Country Office budgets, with additional funding potentially contributed by other partners. Country Programmes which are receiving significant increases in their Regular Resource (RR) planning levels in 2009 should consider giving priority to support for MICS implementation in their RR allocations. Limited financial support may be available from New York HQ, and will be allocated on a case-by-case basis as survey plans are developed by countries.
Thank you.

cc:
Regional Directors


Directors: Florence, Brussels, Tokyo and Copenhagen


Directors: DOC, DPP, EO and PD (NYHQ)


Regional Monitoring and Evaluation Officers


Monitoring and Evaluation Focal Points

Tessa Wardlaw, Chief, Statistics and Monitoring Section

Attila Hancioglu, MICS Global Coordinator
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